
THE

CAMP
EDITION



SHOWGASM: THE CAMP EDITION
JANUARY 12 @ 7PM ET
HOSTED BY
MAHAYLA LAURENCE & MATT GEHRING
FEATURING 
CATHERINE BLOOM & SOFIA DOBRUSHIN
MICHELLE CHAN BENNETT & JOSH NASSER
GARA
NATALYA SAMEE
CHET SIEGEL

The Comedy Artist Makers’ Program (CAMP) is back for its third season developing new work. CAMP 
is a residency program at Ars Nova that supports comedy-based writers/performers in generating 
and developing an original show. Over the course of a nine-month period, CAMP participants will 
meet weekly for shares of work and peer feedback sessions facilitated by Co-Program Directors 
Mahayla Laurence and Matt Gehring. 

CAMP residents join a cohort of peers in constructing a brand new show alongside each other, 
culminating in a full-length, live performance as part of the spring Bonfire Series at Ars Nova’s 
99-seat theater on 54th Street. Rehearsal spaces, marketing materials, technicians, and a curated 
mentor/outside eye are provided by Ars Nova for each resident’s Bonfire show.

ABOUT CAMP

STAGE MANAGER
SHELBY MARQUARDT

LIGHT BOARD OPERATOR
VITTORIA ORLANDO

SOUND BOARD OPERATOR
NATE BROWN

BROADCAST OPERATOR
TAYLOR STUART

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
ALEX KOPNICK

PRODUCTION TEAM



ABOUT THE CAMPers
CATHERINE BLOOM (she/her) is a Brooklyn based actor, writer, and comedian. She is originally from Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
where she won “most witty” as her high school senior superlative alongside the only other Jewish kid in her class. In 2018 she 
graduated Bard College with a BA in theater and has since shown original work at Second City, iO Chicago, Brooklyn Comedy 
Collective, Williamstown Theater Festival, The PIT, The Fisher Center, and other places. You can stalk Catherine on instagram at 
@yeast_queen, or simply visit her website catherinebloom.org.

SOFIA DOBRUSHIN (she/they) is an actor, director, musician, and only child which is why she does all of these things. She has 
acted in TV shows like Apple TV’s WeCrashed and HBO’s High Maintenance. Her theatrical work includes: On the Rocks production 
of Edelweiss at Ars Nova and César Alvarez’ The Elementary Space Time Show. Some of their directing work has been official 
selections of Brooklyn Women’s Film Festival, Austin Comedy Short Film Festival, New Filmmakers Festival, and Nobudge. Her 
music consists of romantic harmonies inspired by The Roches and comedic verses echoing the style of Bo Burnham or Whitmer 
Thomas. To keep up with her projects and life you can find her on the app that runs our lives aka Instagram @_neonbabushka_

MICHELLE CHAN BENNETT (she/her) is an NYC-based writer and actor whose work has been featured in Vulture, New 
York Sketchfest, Montreal Sketchfest, and Chicago Sketchfest. Most recently, you could find her starring as Cheryl Locke in 
the play The Art of Killin’ It. She was an actor on UCB’s Maude Night and continues to perform around North America with the 
team, Yes Chef! She writes and produces digital sketch with Hatched NYC. She also performs original characters on Characters 
Welcome and around the city.

JOSH NASSER (he/him) is an NYC based comedian/musician. His comedy has been featured on Comedy Central’s YouTube 
Channel. Vulture and onmogul.com have both named Josh as one of the best up and coming comedians in NYC. Josh previously 
co-hosted the NYTimes recommended comedy show, “Oh, Such a Good Show, Oh!” Currently he’s a member of the Webby Award 
winning writing team behind Story Pirates Podcast, which adapts children’s stories into musical comedy sketches. You can find 
his previous work at joshnasser.com. And of course his favorite food is plain cheese pizza. He knows that’s a boring choice and 
he will work on it.

GARA (they/them) is a performance artist, writer and comedian based in NYC. They started performing in the New York City 
nightlife scene at 19 and now, 6 years later have shared their stories on many different iconic stages like MoMa PS1, LaMama, 
The Edinburgh Fringe Festival and more!

NATALYA SAMEE (she/her) is officially 5’6, but when you get to know her, she’s more like 5’8. She is currently workshopping 
her Off-Broadway one woman show, Saturn Return, at Ars Nova in New York City, premiering in Spring 2023. In addition, she is 
an artist-in-residence in SFFILM’s 2022 Filmhouse Residency for her project, DOHA GIRLS, an original TV series based on her 
adolescence in the Middle East. She was formally trained in improv and sketch as a member of Off-Off Campus (originators of 
The Second City) at The University of Chicago. She previously performed at Leela in San Francisco, and now at Brooklyn Comedy 
Collective in New York. Born in Pakistan but raised in oil-rich monarchies, Natalya is interested in telling stories that illuminate 
the world she grew up in. She is currently represented by Colleen Washington and Bella Bagatelos at Fourth Wall Management.

CHET SIEGEL (she/her) is an actress, comedian, and cook. Performing credits include – Uncle Peckerhead, Alternatino (Comedy 
Central), Search Party (HBO), Chicago Med (NBC), and many independent projects that have appeared in Sundance, SXSW, Palm 
Springs Film Fest, NY Fringe, ANT Fest and other really cool festivals. She directed, wrote, performed, and taught improv and 
sketch comedy at UCB theater and Magnet Theater, and was the artistic director of Magnet’s Sketch Comedy program. She is the 
co-creator and co-host of the food podcast, Nibbles And Bits, available on Spotify and Apple podcasts!

MAHAYLA LAURENCE (they/she) (CAMP Co-Program Director) is a multidisciplinary artist engaging in work that creates 
space for conversations around mental and spiritual health, joy, humor, stewardship, and community. Credits include: HBO, 
Clubbed Thumb, Pioneer Works, Gimlet. mahaylalaurence.com

MATT GEHRING (he/him) (CAMP Co-Program Director) is a performer, writer and director of comedy. He’s been on Amazon, 
Netflix, Comedy Central and has spent years on the UCB stage. Check out the Broadway-Meets-Sketch show, SHIZ he created 
with Shaina Taub.
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Ars Nova is a nurturing home for early-career

artists in theater,music & comedy with a mission to

DISCOVER,

DEVELOP

& LAUNCH

the brightest emerging talents. We uplift and center

artists by paying them fair wages and providing resources

to take big risks and create their most innovative work.

ARS NOVA ♥S PUBLIC ARTS FUNDING!
THANK YOU TO OUR ELECTED REPS FOR STANDING WITH US DURING THE PANDEMIC & BEYOND

Ars Nova programs are made possible by the New 
York State Council on the Arts with the support of the 
Office of the Governor and the  
New York State Legislature.

Ars Nova is supported in part by a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

This program is supported, in part, by public funds 
from the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, in partnership with City Council.

Operating support for Ars Nova is provided by the Mellon Foundation
New York Theater Program in partnership with the

Alliance of Resident Theatres/New York.



TEAM ARS NOVA
JASON P. BARUCH, 
SENDROFF & BARUCH LLP 
LEGAL 

RICH & BANDER, LLP
ACCOUNTING 

STEVEN DALTON
IT CONSULTANT 

MAURY DONNELLY & PARR
INSURANCE

JOHN WYSZNIEWSKI,  
EVERYMAN AGENCY
PUBLIC RELATIONS

MARCIA PENDLETON,
WALK TALL GIRL 
PRODUCTIONS
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
CONSULTANT

EMERGING LEADERS
GROUP 2022/23

KELLIE BECK
ALEXANDER KOPNICK
DINAH ROKHINSON

RESIDENT ARTISTS

PLAY GROUP
NKENNA AKUNNA
LUCAS BAISCH
LYNDSEY BOURNE
KEELAY GIPSON
GARRETT DAVID KIM
JOHNNY G. LLOYD
NINA SIMONE
CHARLIE OH
RUTH TANG
MAY TREUHAFT-ALI
ELSE WENT
BAILEY WILLIAMS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JENNY STEINGART
FOUNDING CHAIR, CO-FOUNDER

ALISA LESSING
CHAIR

DANA KIRCHMAN
VICE CHAIR

JUDY BEDOL
SECRETARY

JASON KEMPER
TREASURER

RICH BATTISTA

NANCY BERGMAN

RENEE BLINKWOLT
PRODUCING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NICOLE BRODEUR

GREG CORRADETTI

JASON EAGAN
FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

VICTOR EDOZIEN

RICK FELDMAN

MEI LIN KWAN-GETT

GRETA MANSOUR

DAVID MINER

DOUG RAPPAPORT

STEPHEN SIDEROW

JON STEINGART
DIRECTOR EMERITUS, CO-FOUNDER

ALUMNI ADVISORY BOARD

CÉSAR ALVAREZ

RACHEL CHAVKIN

BILLY EICHNER

BRIDGET EVERETT

LIZ FLAHIVE

AMBER GRAY

JOE ICONIS 

STEPHEN KARAM

DAVE MALLOY

CARLY MENSCH

LIZ MERIWETHER

PHILLIPA SOO

ROBIN LORD TAYLOR

ALEX TIMBERS

BEAU WILLIMON

DAN BALKIN
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

RENEE BLINKWOLT
PRODUCING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JASON EAGAN
FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

DIEGO ALEJANDRO GONZÁLEZ
MARKETING MANAGER

NICOLE GRANSTON
FINANCE COORDINATOR

KISHA JARRETT
CULTURE & COMMUNITY DIRECTOR

JES LEVINE
DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION
& FACILITIES

MJ LUGO
INTERIM AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT 
ASSOCIATE

LAURA MERCEDES MARTÍNEZ
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING ASSOCIATE

FERNANDO MASTERSON
MARKETING DIRECTOR

EDWARD MEDINA
FACILITIES ASSISTANT

RYAN JAMES MONROE
FACILITIES/OPERATIONS MANAGER
& GM ASSISTANT

ANDREW NEISLER
INTERIM ASSOCIATE
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

KRIS PRITCHARD
PRODUCTION MANAGER

ERIC SHETHAR
HEAD OF ARTISTIC PROGRAMS

KATE WEBER
INTERIM BUSINESS MANAGER

LINDSAY WORMSER
INDIVIDUAL GIVING & SPECIAL 
EVENTS ASSOCIATE

CASEY YORK
MANAGING OFFICER

BEN ARONS 
COMPANY PHOTOGRAPHER

DANNY BRISTOLL
& HANJIE CHOW
DISCOVER & DEVELOP PROGRAMS 
PHOTOGRAPHERS

COMMISSIONED
ARTISTS
KEVIN ARMENTO  
& SAMMY MILLER
STEPHEN SIDEROW FUND FOR 
NEW MUSICALS COMMISSION

MICHAEL BRESLIN
& PATRICK FOLEY
SEAVIEW PRODUCTIONS 
COMMISSION

MANIK CHOKSI
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL ON THE 
ARTS COMMISSION

nicHi douglas
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL ON THE 
ARTS COMMISSION

DEEPALI GUPTA
KHIYON HURSEY
NEW YORK COMMUNITY TRUST
VAN LIER FELLOW

JAMES HARRISON MONACO
ANTOINETTE 
   CHINONYE NWANDU
ON THE ROCKS THEATRE CO. 
RAY YAMANOUCHI
ZACK ZADEK
JILL FURMAN PRODUCTIONS 
COMMISSION

SOFIA DOBRUSHIN
   & CATHERINE BLOOM
MICHELLE CHAN BENNETT
   & JOSH NASSER
GARA
NATALYA SAMEE
CHET SIEGEL

MAHAYLA LAURENCE
CAMP CO-PROGRAM DIRECTOR
MATT GEHRING
CAMP CO-PROGRAM DIRECTOR

CAMP

ON THE ROCKS THEATRE CO.
COMPANY-IN-RESIDENCE

ARS NOVA WAS FOUNDED IN 
MEMORY OF GABE WIENER.

STAFF (ALPHABETICAL)

VISION RESIDENCY
MAYTE NATALIO
UNTITLED QUEEN
THE VISION RESIDENCY PROGRAM 
AT ARS NOVA IS MADE POSSIBLE BY 
THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE 
MIRANDA FAMILY, DIANA DIMENNA & 
THE ROCKEFELLER BROTHERS FUND.



Ars Nova gets matching gifts from 
dozens of companies including 
GOOGLE, DISNEY,  
ESTÉE LAUDER, VIACOM  
& MANY MORE. Check with your 
employer, and double your impact!

 FOLKS LIKE YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE.
MAKE A GIFT TODAY TO KEEP IT GOIN!

TEXT ARSNOVA TO 44-321. 

VENMO US @ARS-NOVA.

VISIT ARSNOVANYC.COM AND CLICK "SUPPORT US!"

CALL LINDSAY @ 212.489.9800 X141.

BIG UPS TO OUR SUPER NOVAS  
WHOSE SUPPORT KEEPS THE LIGHTS ON.
Join their ranks and get tix to every show we produce  
both in-person and online, all year-round. 
Starting at just $42/month. 



YOU'VE JUST EXPERIENCED THE LATEST FROM ARS NOVA —
WANNA KNOW MORE ABOUT WHAT WE DO?

DISCOVERING, DEVELOPING & LAUNCHING ARTISTS 
through year-round programs devised to support outside-the-box thinking from artists 
in the early stages of their careers.

MAKING THEATER ACCESSIBLE
through the support of our TICKET SUBSIDY INITIATIVE, which ensures that price is not 
a barrier between our artists and their next-gen audiences.

EMPOWERING THE NEXT WAVE OF ARTS PROFESSIONALS 
with our EMERGING LEADERS GROUP, which aims to break down the barriers of unpaid 
internships and create a more diverse pipeline of arts leaders. 

FAIR PAY IN THE ARTS 
through our FAIR PAY INITIATIVE, which ensures a living, not just minimum, 
wage for Ars Nova's artists and staff.

LET'S CONNECT!

WANNA KEEP IN TOUCH?
FOLLOW ALONG AND SLIDE INTO OUR DMS ANYTIME!

WE CARE ABOUT:

SEE WHAT'S UP NEXT!
JOIN THE MAILING LIST @
ARSNOVANYC.COM



LET'S CONNECT!

Ars Nova operates on the unceded land of the Lenape peoples 
on the island of Manhahtaan (Mannahatta) in Lenapehoking, the 
Lenape Homeland.

We acknowledge the brutal history of this stolen land and the 
displacement and dispossession of its Indigenous people. We also 
acknowledge that after there were stolen lands, there were stolen 
people. We honor the generations of displaced and enslaved people 
that built, and continue to build, the country that we occupy today.

We invite you to join us in acknowledging all of this as well as our 
shared responsibility: to consider our way forward in reconciliation, 
decolonization, anti-racism and allyship. We commit ourselves to 
the daily practice of pursuing this work.




