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We are thrilled to have you here with us tonight. It’s been over two years since we 
last gathered in this room for Nova Ball, and we are so grateful to be back together.

Tonight we ROAR! together in recognition of the fierceness of two prolific Alums, whose 
tenacity and resilience through these difficult times have inspired us all. They are shining 
examples of Ars Nova’s greater community of artists who are leading us into these roaring 20s!

We first met Antoinette Chinonye Nwandu in 2014 when she applied to our writers’ program, 
Play Group, with an early draft of her play Pass Over. After an incredible journey that included 
productions at Steppenwolf in Chicago, an Off-Broadway Production at Lincoln Center, and 
a Spike Lee-helmed filmed staging that premiered at Sundance Film Festival and SXSW, 
Pass Over reopened Broadway in August 2021 as the first play to premiere after a 17-month 
shutdown, with Antoinette serving as both playwright and producer. In addition to being a 
2015-2016 member of Play Group, Antoinette received a 2017 commission from Ars Nova to 
create a new world premiere. She has won numerous prestigious fellowships and awards for her 
work, including the Lucille Lortel Award for Best Play and the esteemed Whiting Award. If you 
missed Pass Over on Broadway, you can currently stream the filmed version on Amazon Prime.

Similarly, we met Steven Levenson as a member of Play Group in 2008-2009. He workshopped his 
play Seven Minutes in Heaven as part of our all new talent festival, ANT Fest 2009, and later joined 
us as our Playwright-in-Residence, receiving a commission for the world premiere production of 
his play Core Values in 2013. He has since gone on to become a Tony Award-winning playwright, 
screenwriter, and television writer and producer, writing the book for the six-time Tony Award-
winning musical Dear Evan Hansen, and the plays Days of Rage, If I Forget and The Unavoidable 
Disappearance of Tom Durnin. Steven also co-created and executive produced the FX series 
Fosse/Verdon, which was nominated for seventeen Emmy Awards, and most recently wrote the 
screenplay for Jonathan Larson’s tick, tick… BOOM!, which is currently streaming on Netflix. 

In addition to honoring Antoinette and Steven, tonight we celebrate the artists in Ars Nova’s 
commissioning and resident artist programs. These are some of the brightest new talents in New 
York, and we can’t wait to continue developing and sharing their work with you in the decade ahead.

Thank you for being here and thank you for being a part of the Ars Nova family.

WELCOME TO NOVA BALL! 
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NOVA BALL AUCTION

Another opening, another show! You’ll get to paint the town red with Ars Nova as 
theater comes roaring back with two tickets to the Opening Night festivities for:

OUR NEXT WORLD PREMIERE
HEATHER CHRISTIAN’S 

ORATORIO
FOR LIVING THINGS

THE FINE PRINT Opening Night dates will be set by each production. If the winner is unavailable for 
that performance, arrangements will be made to attend another performance during its run. Shows and any 
applicable post-show events may be subject to COVID-19 policies that all guests will be expected to adhere to.

DONATED BY Christopher Maring, Tim Forbes & Joey Parnes
 

THE OFF-BROADWAY
RETURN ENGAGEMENT OF

RAGS PARKLAND
SINGS THE SONGS
OF THE FUTURE 

THE UPCOMING
BROADWAY BOW OF

KPOP
BACK AFTER ARS NOVA’S
2017 SOLD-OUT RUN

LOT #1: ARS NOVA OPENING NIGHT EXTRAVAGANZA! 



THE FINE PRINT Must follow all applicable laws and venue policies for COVID-19 safety. Events may be subject to cancellation or changes due to health 
and safety.
For Joe’s Pub: A choice of two performance dates in spring 2022 will be offered. Attendance of Ms. LuPone subject to change.
For Yankee Stadium: Tickets eligible for a 2022 Yankees home game, excluding Boston Red Sox and Subway Series games. 
For Broadway Concierge: Concierge service will be provided by Ars Nova to book house seats, to be purchased by the auction winner, subject to availability. 
House seat policies and prices are set by each production, and may require a choice of multiple dates and a certain window of advance notice. Service offered to 
winner from March 1, 2022 to February 28, 2023, with a limit of one request per week with 2 weeks of blackout dates for office closures.

DONATED BY Bridget Everett, Patti LuPone, The YES Network 

New York is back, baby! With this exclusive package, you’ll be back on the town with unforgettable experiences 
under the bright lights of Joe’s Pub, Yankees Stadium and Broadway. This package includes:

DOUBLE DATE BEHIND HOMEPLATE @ YANKEE STADIUM

WITH 4 TIX IN THE
DELTA 360 SUITE, 
FEAT. A PRIVATE ENTRANCE, IN-SEAT WAIT SERVICE
& TOP-SHELF CONCESSIONS

GET THE BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE FOR

THE BEST OF BROADWAY
WITH  1  YEAR OF
CONCIERGE SERVICE
TO BOOK EXCLUSIVE HOUSE SEATS
(PURCHASED SEPARATELY)

2 TIX & BACKSTAGE PASSES TO SEE
THE ONE-AND-ONLY ALT-CABARET PROVOCATEUR

BRIDGET EVERETT @ JOE’S PUB
AT A VIP TABLE WITH THE LEGENDARY

PATTI LUPONE

LOT #2: ONLY IN NEW YORK

FEELING FOMO FOR OUR LIVE AUCTION
OF UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES???
SEND YOUR PROXY BID TO AUCTION@ARSNOVANYC.COMAUCTION@ARSNOVANYC.COM
BY 7:30 PM ET TONIGHT (MONDAY, FEB. 7, 2022)!





ARS NOVA AND CONGRATULATE
ANTOINETTE CHINONYE NWANDU 

AND STEVEN LEVENSON

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT

ON THEIR 2022 NOVA BALL HONORS

ARS NOVA BALL PROGRAM AD
NETFLIX: CONGRATS
PUB DATE: 02/07/22
HALF PAGE: 6.5” X 3.75”

NETFLIX 
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

ARS NOVA 
AND CONGRATULATES 
TONIGHT’S HONOREES 

INCLUDING

STEVEN 
LEVENSON



ONE OF THE MOST ADVENTUROUS 
OFF-BROADWAY COMPANIES.

- THE NEW YORK TIMES

"

Ars Nova exists to discover, develop and launch singular theater, music and 
comedy artists in the early stages of their professional careers. Our dynamic slate 
of programs supports outside-the-box thinking and encourages innovative, 
genre-bending work. Dubbed by The New York Times as a “fertile incubator of 
offbeat theater,” Ars Nova blurs genres and subverts the status quo. With our 
feverish bounty of programming, which now includes exclusive premieres on 
our digital streaming platform Ars Nova Supra, we are the stomping ground 
and launching pad for visionary, adventurous artists of all stripes. By providing 
a protective environment where risk-taking and collaboration are paramount, 
Ars Nova gives voice to a new generation of diverse artists and audiences, 
pushing the boundaries of live entertainment by nurturing creative ideas into 
smart, surprising new work. 

ARS NOVA IS UNUSUAL — CREATIVELY, 
STRUCTURALLY & OTHERWISE. IT’S A 
FINDER, DEVELOPER & NURTURER  
OF UNCONVENTIONAL ARTISTS 
WORKING IN HYBRID FORMS.

- THE NEW YORKER

"



P.S., a yearlong in-your-mailbox experience that culminated in a critically-acclaimed multi-
media theatrical event, created by Teddy Bergman, Sam Chanse and Amina Henry;

The New York Times critic’s pick Dr. Ride’s American Beach House by Liza Birkenmeier, 
directed by Katie Brook;

“Outstanding Musical” Lortel Award-winner and The New York Times’ “Best of 2018,” Rags 
Parkland Sings the Songs of the Future, created by Andrew R. Butler and directed by 
Jordan Fein;

“Outstanding Musical” Lortel Award-winner KPOP, created by Jason Kim, Max Vernon, 
Helen Park and Woodshed Collective, directed by Teddy Bergman;

“Best New American Theatre Work” Obie Award-winner and “one of the best new plays in 
the last 25 years” (The New York Times), Underground Railroad Game by Jennifer Kidwell 
and Scott R. Sheppard, directed by Taibi Magar;

“Outstanding Musical” Lortel Award-winner FUTURITY, by César Alvarez with The Lisps,  
directed by Sarah Benson;

The New York Times’ and New York Post’s “Best of 2015,” Small Mouth Sounds by Bess Wohl, 
directed by Rachel Chavkin; 

The Tony Award-winning smash-hit Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812 by Dave 
Malloy, directed by Rachel Chavkin; 

Jollyship the Whiz-Bang by Nick Jones and Raja Azar, directed by Sam Gold;

The world premiere of the 2009 season’s most-produced play boom by Peter Sinn 
Nachtrieb, directed by Alex Timbers;

The show that put Bridget Everett on the map, At Least It’s Pink by Everett, Michael Patrick 
King and Kenny Mellman, directed by King;

And Lin-Manuel Miranda and Thomas Kail’s first New York production, Freestyle Love 
Supreme by Anthony Veneziale and Miranda, directed by Thomas Kail (Broadway 2019 & 
2021, U.S. Tour 2022)

Ars Nova has been honored with an Obie Award and a Special Citation from the New York Drama 
Critics’ Circle for sustained quality and commitment to the development and production of new 
work. Notable past productions include:

arsnovanyc.com

AN ESSENTIAL CIVIC INSTITUTION.
- ADAM FELDMAN, TIME OUT NY

"



Skadden is proud to support  
Ars Nova and congratulates    
this year’s honorees:  
Antoinette Chinonye Nwandu 
and Steven Levenson.
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TEAM ARS NOVA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JENNY STEINGART
FOUNDING CHAIR, CO-FOUNDER

ALISA LESSING
CHAIR

DANA KIRCHMAN
VICE CHAIR

JUDY BEDOL
SECRETARY

JASON KEMPER
TREASURER
RICH BATTISTA
NANCY BERGMAN
RENEE BLINKWOLT
PRODUCING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NICOLE BRODEUR
GREG CORRADETTI
JASON EAGAN
FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
VICTOR EDOZIEN
RICK FELDMAN
MEI LIN KWAN-GETT
GRETA MANSOUR
DAVID MINER
DOUG RAPPAPORT
STEPHEN SIDEROW
JON STEINGART
DIRECTOR EMERITUS, CO-FOUNDER

ALUMNI ADVISORY 

CÉSAR ALVAREZ
RACHEL CHAVKIN
BILLY EICHNER
BRIDGET EVERETT
LIZ FLAHIVE
AMBER GRAY
JOE ICONIS 
STEPHEN KARAM
DAVE MALLOY
CARLY MENSCH
LIZ MERIWETHER
PHILLIPA SOO
ROBIN LORD TAYLOR
ALEX TIMBERS
BEAU WILLIMON
BESS WOHL

EMILY ABRAMS
ARTISTIC FELLOW

CHELSEA BARKER
AUDIENCE INCLUSION COORDINATOR

RENEE BLINKWOLT
PRODUCING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

IMMI CHAUDHRY
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

ANTHONY COLÓN
AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

NICOSIE CHRISTOPHE
THEATER MANAGEMENT FELLOW 

JACK DENTINGER 
HOUSE MANAGER 

JASON EAGAN
FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  

MIKE ENG
HOUSE MANAGER

DIEGO ALEJANDRO GONZÁLEZ
MARKETING ASSOCIATE

MIRANDA HANSON
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING MANAGER 

MAC INGRAM
ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

KISHA JARRETT
PEOPLE & CULTURE DIRECTOR

SIMON LASS
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

JES LEVINE
DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION & 
FACILITIES

GALE LINARES
HOUSE MANAGER 

FERNANDO MASTERSON
MARKETING DIRECTOR

RYAN JAMES MONROE
FACILITIES MANAGER

ANDREW NEISLER
INTERIM ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC 
DIRECTOR

AL PARKER
HOUSE MANAGER

KRIS PRITCHARD
PRODUCTION MANAGER

TAYLOR REY
HOUSE MANAGER

MAKAYLA SALAS
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT

JUSTIN SAMOY
INDIVIDUAL GIVING & 
SPECIAL EVENTS MANAGER

ERIC SHETHAR
HEAD OF ARTISTIC PROGRAMS

RESIDENT ARTISTS

MAKERS LAB
GUADALÍS DEL CARMEN,
DAVID MENDIZÁBAL,
JOEL PEREZ & EMMA RAMOS
LAURA GALINDO
MICHELLE J. RODRIGUEZ
JILLIAN WALKER

PLAY GROUP
VICHET CHUM
GRACIE GARDNER
KEELAY GIPSON
DYLAN GUERRA
GETHSEMANE HERRON-COWARD
GARRETT DAVID KIM
JOHNNY G. LLOYD
IFE OLUJOBI
MAY TREUHAFT-ALI
MARA VÉLEZ MELÉNDEZ
ELSE WENT
BAILEY WILLIAMS

TINA SIMPSON
HOUSE MANAGER

CINDY TSAI
DEVELOPMENT FELLOW 

KAI TU
MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT

KATE WEBER
INTERIM BUSINESS MANAGER

CASEY YORK
MANAGING OFFICER

KAYLA ZANAKIS 
MARKETING FELLOW

BEN ARONS 
COMPANY PHOTOGRAPHER

JASON P. BARUCH, 
SENDROFF & BARUCH LLP 
LEGAL 

RICH & BANDER, LLP
ACCOUNTING 

STEVEN DALTON
IT CONSULTANT 

MAURY DONNELLY & PARR
INSURANCE

JOHN WYSZNIEWSKI,  
EVERYMAN AGENCY
PUBLIC RELATIONS

COMMISSIONED ARTISTS
MELIS AKER
VIRGINIA B. TOULMIN  
FOUNDATION COMMISSION

KEVIN ARMENTO  
& SAMMY MILLER
STEPHEN SIDEROW FUND FOR 
NEW MUSICALS COMMISSION

MICHAEL BRESLIN
& PATRICK FOLEY
SEAVIEW PRODUCTIONS 
COMMISSION

MANIK CHOKSI
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL ON THE 
ARTS COMMISSION

HEATHER CHRISTIAN
nicHi douglas
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL ON THE 
ARTS COMMISSION

DEEPALI GUPTA
KHIYON HURSEY
JAMES & JEROME
ANTOINETTE 
CHINONYE NWANDU
ON THE ROCKS THEATRE CO. 
RAY YAMANOUCHI
ZACK ZADEK
JILL FURMAN PRODUCTIONS 
COMMISSION

MELIS AKER
KHIYON HURSEY

NEW YORK COMMUNITY 
TRUST VAN LIER FELLOWS

JONATHAN COHALL
CHASE DOGGETT,  
MAKASHA COPELAND  
& GABRIELLE SILVA
SAM KEBEDE
PRESTON MARTIN
EMILY OLCOTT
SABRINA WANG
MAHAYLA LAURENCE
CAMP CO-PROGRAM DIRECTOR

MATT GEHRING
CAMP CO-PROGRAM DIRECTOR

CAMP

ON THE ROCKS THEATRE CO.
COMPANY-IN-RESIDENCE

ARS NOVA WAS FOUNDED IN 
MEMORY OF GABE WIENER.

STAFF



TEAM NOVA BALL

SPECIAL THANKS
Camden Printworks, Claudia Baricevic, William Curran, Bill Irwin,
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DANNY BRISTOLL
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CODEY LEROY BUTLER

MANIK CHOKSI

HANJIE CHOW

HEATHER CHRISTIAN
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DENIZ DEMIRKURT
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CARLA DUREN

ALEX ECKHARDT  

HADI ELDEBEK

DANIKA MAE FERNANDEZ

PATRICK FOLEY

BAILEY FORD

KRISTIN AMANDA GOEHRING

ROBBIE GORDY

MICHAEL GREIF

KALEN SIERRA HUGHES

KHIYON HURSEY

MAYA ILAGAN

BILLY ISSERTELL

SARA JACOVINO

STEPHEN KARAM

ALEX KESNER

EMILY KLING

DANIEL LAZOUR

PATRICK LAZOUR

QUENTIN OLIVER LEE

TJ LEWIS

KATHIE LOMBARDI

ELIZABETH MANGAN

BRITTANY MASHEL

 APRIL MATTHIS

BARRIE LOBO MCLAIN

REBECCA MICHELSON

BERNADETTE NORMAN

DJ nash.ovi

LARRY OWENS

LAURA PADILLA

ASHLEY PÉREZ FLANAGAN

KIMBERLY SEARS

SCOTT SHEPPARD

TINA SIMPSON

ALEXA SPIEGEL

DEBBIE TJONG

CHRIS VOEGELS

LESSIE VONNER

BESS WOHL 

RAY YAMANOUCHI

ZACK ZADEK



ANDREW NEISLER

victor cervantes jr.

MACY SCHMIDT

THE BROADWAY SINFONIETTA

dots

CHRISTINA WATANABE

KYLEE LOERA

IAN KAGEY 

SEAN LEO 

JHANAË K-C BONNICK

RYAN DOBRIN

ALEXANDER OLEKSY

ADA WESTFALL

SERINO COYNE & STRAIGHT SHOT POST

Director 
Line Producer 

Music Director
House Band

Production Designer
Lighting Designer

 Projection Designer
Sound Designer

Broadcast Director 
Production Stage Manager 

Associate Director
Assistant Line Producer

Opening Number Arrangements
Original Video Content

TEAM NOVA BALL




