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Moody, Oregon

Dear oNnaQ, )
I+'s been a wild year. )
Thanks so much for yeur card ab+el 4ne passine of my

mother —sorry (t's inlcen me o little whnile +0 ¢ back ‘o
you,but since she died this sumner l’'ve been preiyy depresged.
She olwayys liked (:,ou."c»na (g so nice and quiet,” gne'g say
+o me. She also jowedt Yyour nair. LOL. | used t+o tell ‘h.t_r
hatr Loou’rc foud W Yyomr art. | can shil havdly b.e"e\'t.
she's ‘mope.| like o imaging her oN & cvuise ship someurere
in e ‘carivbean, nok Hrat she cvey ool e (ruise wvhan

sne  was ahwe.. - .
How about \jm?ﬂow'w Your been” When do You Mink

o't VISt 71 ran inte \1our momr‘ ok Mperrgon’s +he otner
gdg-sw says qou'ne. coing a}rea-lf in New York. Were aow
protesting a 1ot 7Nox §o —uch hete —people in Meoody are
o basic-

onvis reallxﬁ made me believe ‘Hrw\.’c we could chanae
Moody.We creatred such o cod, :ncmswe.scu\ad,. neali
community at e cafe. AN of those poeiny ceadings, | v
Music |am Sessions, meditadion (essions,art ity snouo opENINA,
crodt fairs 7we were really furning up at Natural Cafe
weren ‘t we? Did your mory Fell You Mhak we broke yp?We
broke \.\,p.kd'ua\lg,wha\' happe,nza\ was he lefy me +o
move to california with a whire wowman. ohe wov ked at
the whole Foeds in Talent. Tnel have A& bablj now . Chris
refused YO have a baby with me because of "clinate
change and oveYPoPuLaﬁon' I'll never get over it At least
he Soid NiS share of the cafe 4o me. | did wost ok the
Nork , any way. We bota owned It but ik was mine.
| picred our all inhe cups, | refinished all e Chaifs.
| was the one who aet there ot SiX o'cloCk ¢
Moeming ond baked veoan wmufains. Now here | amy, wied,
ne , bur | make an amazin Vt%an hmew‘j mf%m

e habe muthin specials every couple of gm,{ \ue berty, panava, peach .




How do you like sfahionavy ? "Qua Wity stati i
pPOSihve immsﬁon’.’&'s unat Qﬁ*‘ﬁﬂg*mm% %:\(3 >
| dopit know.| uted to be $O proud of owniney wmy own
busi Ness , but now & doen't tee| like it matters. Who cares
obout tofu scramble when e werld i on &cel 1'm acm\ln
+hinzhn3 o+t :e\h'nq the cafe b6 (nester Bloom.Remem¥eY im.

Smell§ like corn? .
| don't know. Growing up in Moody, 1'm mourning ¥he me |
miant haw been—a Black woman proud of pbeingy Black- | hate
bhat live spent SO much Hme apo loqizind tor veing Black
oround all these white peope in Moody . Rememboet Chase??7 Can
believe | losk my vrginity 10 tar ved -head 7He runs the e
store nNow,hog 4his dumb aeogb red-neaded wWife, ana W0 dumb
red-neaded tids- Talk avout basic-He wag €0 emuatassec yo Yell people
thar we Were +ogetnzer in igh SCnool.sow 1'm he one wne's
Cmbarassed: _ : 't elleve
Fuck nice and ogvve)r)n‘osvw’?\ Say Arck k- L really can
it's been efgnt Years &ince ¢ saw talh O\Z\P—F .uoa% nd
X ate
fey, remern ber inak night we m%ﬁ&i "'S’;m e WS 15 &

doncea o Y n Yhe paﬂc\ ok. :
Moodu biteh pg; True S¥ory '_Ynm \he. Safeway patnroom wall

1+'s Shil Yhere ,air).\ wag in ¥nax yoxic Ming witl Cnase , we'd Y
o fignt, ana | revember Sauing Yhat hight "No one n Moodu Will
over love. mwe." And remamber Yo asked me “ths oo \QO\.A.!M
these ctupia Moody people to 10V® %P“’-"\ pelt so witd and alle Yna't
ntght -1+ was [ust e, you ,TUPAC N yhe tape deck, e crickets , and a

case 6f Pabsk.NOU were the oniy one wno g0t MY fh'm? tf’\-\'\’\ Tweal
Wit ow Yy having o expain i+ o you. lve always fel ke you
conla really ree me: | tink 've spent MY whole life Chafing tha+
teelirg ot peina een. pecple see Bea &k the Notwal caf€ of
Mst oMt and dbowt I Moody, bur | don’E Ahink e fee-tne .
Trey fnink \'m 0\l abowr Bob Marley 0nd vone \ove® and Yeal, e
dawfs, I'm ke yhe lacke! Tre ey, Yne  Sweeter yhe e, \"Say

Yne carkerne f\esh, Yne Oeeper e voots !



Vl Moody, OregonC a€6

Tox Safeway tag was My fovorite out | a lso oved
tne tag you PUY in e givls— loartnroon oX senool. Run
Roldoits \¥ LOL - | wonder if7it's shll there - All of your
anohymMous aqs wade Moody more beaunful +o me.

You sHIL lisyers Y0 Tupaic?\ Yardly Enow anyining about
your life now.

Now Hhat motner's gone, | really don't know> what 1'm
doing, In Moody.1've been i nki about 9oing 0N o yrip.LOL.
| i AMCrcans are olowed 10 go 1o Mbania 1ighi Now = and
polavux! 've always wanted T° rrowel. Rave you been able

1o trone\ oLRRide Yhe united Staes rowen ?
This woman named sera began coming into Natural for tea
about a year age. She kind of reminos me cf you —she's an

artist, sng's really smartand she's super Woke.She's Sort of

my 1ife coach' She's been helping me fiqure my life out,
especially now with ™My worher bein c)one, She Mmade me
mage o WSt of what | wank, like my ZFoals. one goal 17 Yot

| wahe t6 be of eyviCe gemehow in the. world, fov sure.MOr?
than tat, though, | want 10 nave- a comynunity. (Maybe -Hm'\'s
whu I'm {Amb\\nq s0 wuch In thi§ ledler . e were eotn mvfe

Community for such o 10ng Hime 1) |'ve spent ™ wnole like
in Moody put | don't feel close O onyone Viere. Do vou veembey
anorexic’ MYS. Sherman who Yuns +he pookstore 7 She a(,fu_aug
called Black Lives Majrer protest®rs nanarchists'! the ether day
when | ran ile her at dne grocevy sfore .Sne algo toldvre
At sne ks George Fogd aGually died o€ a o
overcl e and even Ma1gh she Hinikes it'S Avaqi iHs no rease
to blow Me courmtryup. FUCK hev. 1 hat€ hev- | wan+ 1o l6re
oAy, ok | nWAre Nner and sne's nhot the only one- | feel
ceally planked ovF here. Ivealiced ne other day that | don't

Y R \
have any black Eiends in Moody rignt now - 1 Mmean trere's
Rick, Simon. Jonetr (A0 You vemember vier ) ong & couple of

folkes ot doen't know.Oh  and there's Ming, but at'c it
Sne's chinese. She. moved here wrth her hhand ,uicas.De you
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remember blonde 7det
are seme folks a+ -\Vl:: g\fe;‘\ie\s gg&ﬂ b::‘:dhggf'& Juess that trere
'h'ﬁ;';'&aav“ suwch 60 much \{ounqe/r Yhan ) P Wi, vut

o C e .
| newer P\:\‘;L&‘én% ghe:}nbva—uab‘o“{ 901n9 vaclk ‘-\o schoel. | hate that
helping me. | read "Civil stomd?\ﬁmﬁ'mns (endenilism -Sexa 's been
fecommended it ence Heasyy David Thoreau —Sevd
Fanon. Dia\ m\;ﬁso recerly vead BiAck SKin Wnite MAsks by franiz
Fanon. ow neze in college 7| ohat did U hinkl ofF Wawy
\deag / Thor mares an interesting polny tnay we cm'e Lek e
govemiment +ell us what's right, when we gnovY wha'S rignt. I'm
With Thoreau specially aftey s nappened ¥is Yeay- o

Nasniag, fuck. 2020 . Fucie It all the wa) +o hdll.

T think about Elijan cammirgs a okt boy fom coleracle Whe
was murdered bu the police.ne nad the \oraest, most gentle,
naunked Eyes,didn't NeThe wag & Mass aqe weraplst and &
Mc*.'a““”'\"e- tee\s themost like Ve, | guess. | put asioe my fear of
Withing the cexonavinis 0 ware Por him a couple of wonting ado- I
d\dh't. \ ke cV\ouC{h WYCV\.' £oY h\m\.t neve’ -(’@S -1 Q\Mh,
marching foY om ot e, | arove Al e yo vottland 1S
sumimer.”\ Spent Yhree days thefe: ! tink 1€ W}gﬁq“" L= ”‘.&} -
w tness — 1o Otcl&nowbcdo)e, Hhatr someone ee's \ mottered: A
s0 precious. s (onfusing and svanae and 2,56 P :

SOomeone +0 MAron for e vnen | . or cry- @F foverniIng
auly Yhough aoout

e

| can® i ! 'nare\r
cant beliere MY motney S gone \ ve,w(' " o' uv\dus+ﬂv\c\
(Srond exvher.

death as muon ac | hove in Yais past Q\a

't and Anere st much AbOUY \ike r | wnoe

| don't underctand life AT ALL-But | want to-
Anvyway, | hope you ae,* nis letter, what with  all Yne post o\oﬂ:l‘:e,

aramn. Ace o planbing. on g Yo e ols In pewren O ™3

0 Mmatl-In: ‘

Sincerely,

Bea

P.s. WYire me padk .



