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Maqb@ it was a rebirt oy maybe it was SOmdhmq else, but 1| take

it cither way. I'm writing fom & new apartment, 9ot | hm  yesterday.

1Y five AM, and oleFmv%e'tq not a_cleansing yoga % meditation Sam hke

Joure dqm} I'm sitting en e Lloor weged in between the foot of
e bed ond +he wallfwindow, surrounded by a pile of boyes ¥

suiteases in a veally Cframped voom. Maybe it Sounds awful & Aqnunq

depressiag but | actually €¢el... a lithe euphorie, Like giddy sitting on ¥

the Flsor writing You, leaning aginst e bed, facing the Wlndovu

Which alse | Know seunds awful, and it'll probab(q Start Arwmq

me nuts at Some point, but rignt new, Somei—hmq about he primal”

rumb\mq of it feels appropriate; it's resmahnq with my state 04

m.nd [being, anyway.).

it's ‘PemPomnq,gr temporary long-term, 1 dont know. There are.

Hree other people here, two of them in tneir 205~ which feels

weird, definitely net a living situation | evpected ov wanted to

be in-- but the persen whose name is on the lease is closer +o our

age, she's just a few years eunger trun us. I'm sHil getting to

know them (obviousiy; just got here last nignt), but ene of dnem

is in 4he restanrant indusiny (a chef, | taink? but net a veqon

one), and ancther one Said We's a writer & seund artist & is also

Wor kmq at Trader Joe's. And Zeyna (ine slder ene) doeg film,

but [ think makes a INma\ off editing © Some other things.

So why did | move, how did this happen... You know ld been

wanhing fo net be in +hat living situation with W. , fora while,

but hadn't been able 1o pull myself out of it.. I'd yas’r felt so

5+ucl( maybe it was inertia, cembined with @eelmq so €lattened

by... &Vexq-w\m Zut what - uq_llq oot me o do if -~ (okm{ +his

will +ake Some SeHting up... possibly long-ish story ahead...)

. Aout & month ago Crignt afier 1 last wrete actually) [ get

c»n-}ac-l'ed by this nonp raG‘d- to do an installation for a series

in % vacant s{-ore%n'rs (verrﬂ[ aeneral idea is artisty response

to pandemic), And Wen overhears my zoom Chat with one of

e Cuvrntors, and asks about e project, and what 'm qomq

o do. And | don't Soy Much = 'm not looking +o have o~ =




~Conversation with him about it, specially when I'm just

Storting +o Hink about it — but fen he Starts falking about

digeussing with +he twrator, Saying "yeah fnat would e cool

what he weuld do with the space | n-G{:mq on ideas he neard me

but that’s’ sort of Jour go-to.. wWhat if you didnt do what qou

always do, what 1 You tried 1o tnink outside Jour own by, 0'\47?‘

And he offers to "hel , Starts suggesting we csllaborate, because

met would make it more dynamic, and g impactful..

... And a5 he's falking & part of me starts +o feel so beaten down

— 1 was already n Hais not aood place I'd been in for a while- and

| stavt believing, yeah 1 do sSuck-, | dont have anything original

or meanmq()u\ Yo comtribute, 1€ 1do'it by myself it's donna be

some weak-ass cliched +hmq I always do... but tne coﬂo.borths

W. & ldid in dne past were “always mi-eres-hnq % “Important "

and | +el\ him 11l Hink avout it

But | really dont want to at ine same time, [ don't want b surrender

the space to him, Wovking with him in e past, it always felt- like it

wound up bcmq more his piece than mine (nu(—hmq to do with ideas/

wov k) effort [ Hime | resources ; move, he had His impulse to fiqurativély

165 all over 4he Work and mark his territory, se it would feel like :

his no matter what was underneath), Se new , with this — even tough

my rahonal brain knows that yeah his Wor& is larger-scale and

more Obviously peestae provocative and in-your-face, ut that has

notning 16 do with value, we're just completely different artists-

and W.® | havent collaborated on anything in a few years — even

and even -‘Mouqh (ve been making Selo Work most of my career,

knowmq all that a part of my brain starts 1o Hink fuck it..

maybe the only way for me to responsibly use he ovpor‘hkm‘n{ is

4o work with him,

Md as I'm thinking is, he's also talking shit about it — that a lot

of these art-in-storefront residency programs are run by “a bunch

of white ladies’, who select artists whose work Seems safe &

unoffensive while also being “diverse” | and that the prearams ave

using the arhiets — that the landlords let these nonprefits use the

spaces for free or cheap While they've oA o Yacant only loc they

are netting some kind of toy break , § because they know the

ar¥ists will make heir space 100K cool AF & raise property values
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__tor commeveial \andlords, Which can be irue, actually- the people

rvmnmq -Hne,m mean mu bu+ tne _proqrams cov boil down to power

_setond the space gers leased, the residency is ferminated —

wwch e ourhs-l's know qomq in, Which only wmakes it worse Lrom

W.'s pov- they're taking advani-o_qe of artists grateful for omq

_opportunity, even i€ Hneq re essenhallq bemq used by real estote..

S0 yes there's some 4rutn fo all this, but W. wag ob\houslq s

nenemhzmq A ’ﬂ'vmq. unconseisusly or not, o make me feel like.

Sod desperm ark st Parhcipa:\-mq in a fucked Up_preqram —

and Suaaestina thedd invited me becanse my wWork was safe ©

wouldnt offend anyone — and I'A heed Wis involvement to subvert

that eypectation soemehow. And it was worhnq- \ \recoqmzed on

Some level what he wag clomq, but with me %eelmq 105 Sure of

myself lately & Seeing, inas’in a warped wWoy, W. scwmq nie, M

ond cor_rhnmng to Som it wds enough to seed all +his doubt

And he storted leaving tnese notes for me around dhe dpartment -

‘he'd soribble down ideag for tne installation on colored SEERE

post -its, tne way he used to do when we worked together

reqularlq And it started makmq it feel inevitable, like +his is

oong to happen again. The same -Hnmq And it made me realize

tis is what tnis” dynamic with him always felt like, This is
What sur “collaborations" had a.lwms feit like.., not that |

olidnt do my ewn work, but that he would alwms try 1o drive

So much 0'6 \"—

Avd fhen | opt your letter, Bea, | read it from start to finish ,

ond | cried (Zells you what kind of state | was in). and by the

fime | aot o the ‘end | knew that | wag not qomq+o collabovate

with Nim, and | also knew Hhat | wag moving out] and | had +o
oet sut ASAP or | would never get out,

'S0 becouse | knew it wouwld basically wiean losing two morths

rent (not giving Wim notice for the nett month % \bsmq deposiy)

[ had 1o find Something really cheap... So | put the word owt

+o some friends that 1 needed an ememencq sublet and it

aet around fo tnis place. | twrew as much as [ could into a

couple of bags & boyes, left him a post-it +elling him tv help

himself 1o anything of Wine in the fridge & panfry, & was out
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tne door. When | got here | wrote him an official email qwmqﬁw |

him notice & -\e\\mq him 1'd cover my share for the next month-

| sori— o‘? %eel like “a diek, but | knew ! couldn't tell him | was |

Moving wnhil | was ox\read\( _gone, or Something could hagpen to

stop it Somehow, (e sent o couple long emails back that |

_havent Yead yet, So something fun to deal with later. [l also

howe, to go back ot some point fo get a few things...)

l+ happened so -(’asi— ence | made the decision it was like somdhwq

just qof unblocked, unstuck., like | wag running on this liquid ~

fuel & Was energized and motivoded in a Woy " havent €elt

energized or metivated in so \onq W never would have

No idea yet what 1l do for tne storefront project Ctimeline is shil

+od), but I've been -l'hnnlcmq about be\nq sick, on multiple levels,

| Sick bedy-sick, obkuslq, but also sick in éur braing, Sick in

ouv souls... how we've all been ‘tvough a Collective 'l-mum,

and we're still going tveugh it And thic {eeling of having

descended nto” collective madness, and are we “ever o\otnq to

q&’r out of ‘it

Las'l' night after moiing all day, \-Fmau\{ brokk a break tv have a drink.

In e Kitehen / l\vmq room | Commov] area With evie of my roommates,

Zexna (Hhe ove i her 30s) and she was Yelling me +hat her mom

Cin onie) 15 a QAnon Supporter. Her mom will teyt her these Stories

about children being killed, and evil democrats drinking Weir blood
. and her mom actually believes that he nauguration was just a

Video Crented by e deep state . And it doesnt malter what Zeyna,

Soys, 1+ doesnt madter how much logie & evidence she has o refute

what her mom 1S Sayma... because whatever She sees on facebook

15 Whats happening, and if you try +v convinece her otherwise,

that just reinforees it for her. Because people denying that the

stories are true is proof that dne stories are true . Just:

madness. And W seunds really painful for Zeyna.

So...this 1s fuzay, but I'Ve been feeling this earning for a

cleansing or healmq of Some Kind.., mogbe it's like whaj- Jou're

olo\no{’ whith ... it Sounds really intense , what Youre doing, Bea

- e drumming , sleeping on he floor... | hope youre doing okay.
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| mean en the one hand \ou sound. more_thon okay, and enerdized

and alive. And the rawness makcs sense. But you've defmﬂelq

not sz.\[, and youve definitely not alone. And it 15 not o'

hamgu 4o not want ‘o Sleep Wit Someone who's also

Sleeping Wit Someone e\se,' obv\ousl\{ ‘b\-o.\\q £ine to do b i€

Nou Geel q)god about it, bw\— if Jou dont, hs'cenh qourse\(l

Yoo many messed up St-\-u\xhons 4ot felt bad at e time, but

| dnat | skl somehow felt obhqod-ed to participate n. )

‘lowr february dedication is helpful to me, -(bcus.nq on endurance .

endvmna BB here olso needs 4o be a \"Qcoqm-hon of

to\uess endurm6 isinha way what we've odl lbeen domq But beqond________

how we~have been fucked and fucked with, a recognition of it

and o reckonmq- like what do we do with knowmq"'\nod- and

‘what can we do 10 un-fuck ourselves? to cleanse and heal

\'Hmr\k about how | oréew up in Moodq, and in my 'Pmml\l l

alwa,us +homk+ it wag bulishid that \]D\A seek out the -Fuckeo\ up

-Hr\mqs you qrew up With-or | alwaqs thougnt | was foo aware

ond 4oo smaﬁ- no Way | was qoinq to O\o seek that shit out,

| But looking back, Hat's eyactly what Udid. it's like |

 Subconsciou ly Sougnt out +hese patterns and posit ons ‘that

| occupied quwmq up, recreoted these messed up dynamics

becayse ... what, because +he,\{ -Fel+ Pamiliar? becanse i€ yeiiwe

you grow up deformed youre like “sh tnis messed up room feels

comfortabie” and -hat's only becange yeur body 15 Contoried <o

instead of unconi-or‘\‘mq Your body you seek out a sitwation

+hat keeps you Contorted, Becowse that's where veu {it,

Jesug | Sound like I'm ten. | dont know what | sound like . I'm

living now in what feels like a surreal apt situwation with

+Hhree ‘other people, some of whom are more than a decade

\Jounger tan me. Which is like, it's fine, | was once m my 205,

too, but | feel like... what am | deing ere? When | was' in

co\leqe | was \wma ne e year in thig apm+menf With & Couple

people | Nad met -Hnrouqh a bar | was werking ot. Rnd this

one owy was ten years “older than me - L was 20 and he wag
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Verq lively mind o photoorophic memon... and e wos perg&m\\us o\\rumk. ‘_
Wake- uy-md Armk— vodka- hrs’f—-\—hmq-m the-m ommq sort of drunk.

His voom reeked, like it was vancid, liké his body was just baking in

aleohol or Some\'hmq thig punaeni' smell as Soon QS You stepped fort

in here... Whieh | ro.re\ux did because i+ was... acrid, 14 burn ed my hoS'h't\S

And he was Such a nice g, oand So gmart but .. | was just like , what

1S s quy domq" You know ? he's lwmq With $his p\ air| ten \ears

\ou, ex than h\M and the other voommate was a Yatoo artist who

_ ron his business out of the apartment and was always having
_ (tustomers and Weir friends comn%gvu and_sSmoking pot | in the.

humg oom avound his totteo chair, and | weuld come Yack $rom
as$ and just...have no idea what dhe fuck apariment | was in, And

qcma.\\q as I'm Yelling, ig s‘(orux, I'm \\\Q majoe | was the person

who was Sort of fucked up in -\—h\s stony, What ‘was | even domq

in thot apartmertt?

And now 1m like, what tefuck am | doing in this apar*men\"’ But | feel

qood somehow, I'm in Haie tHiny Space, have no idea what +he

Future holds, but | £eel freer than \We felt in o \ong time.,

Soite a couple hours after | storted Writing, and real\zmq I need o

Somehow make tMis voom look not- a\armmq “for my students to see

arough zoom... so, gotta Fiqure out otearmq o. Corner.,

Bea , thank. you so much for uouur \etter. But also, take care of your-

self. R!aqu about uexw\'hmq Joure qomq -throuqh everq‘\'hmq L)

you're endumg%— on the oné hand I'm so in aule and Wt Sounds

so ineredible and empowermq anel +rms{-ormad1ve and | Know you

soy ‘He really good. And | know it's important v do -k\nmqs Hhat

are uncomfortable Sometimes, and that hurt, But at he some 'hme.

hot everything ~hat Myrte 1 apod not e,verqfhtm that iS uncomforiable

1S goed, Maybe Sometimes, Neu do som&hma Hhat hurts and Jow

o,row But sometimes you do’ something hat hutts, and if ms{- hurts you, A

Theve's nvt’hmq wrong with you,Bea. You deserve to take up all

e space in “the World.

Love,

O.

quick wote before senolmq Wiy Lnrowing in one of W.s post-its, so you
cam truly appreciate .. .
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