) A\most didnt write back. 3\ "januany 202y
Whithh would ave been Ghickensniy,

Hod o dreaw the other nignt where | was walkw
up tis hill in e Yoin, "Iy waswt brookiyn , or
it Wos some secrer part of brosklyn witih
wnusually dramatic -\'ovogmpm. w's roaninq, pow}na,
A UM tvdging up YIS very steep hill) o getfo
.. Semetning oy the 109, not swe what, Can's-
really see, Wokers funming down wy foce o wy
eyes, even Gilling my noshile, \ike iY's so mucha .
woler my £oce \o -Q-\ooded SThere 0 thaese rushin
uvrents of rain spill-ofg alona the side of e roa
U'm on . Aind then | \ose wy footing and slip, and fall
o Yo Side of the voad... bur instead of Withi ngy
ground | Sall Fvouo into deep woter and keep on
Falling, Sinting backwards, watthing ¥he Surface of e
receding = and | think- oh. I'm drowning. guess 'm done. Pnd
| veloog, But en | dnink moybe | Should at \east

o save mysel. So | rally my energy and stort swimm
up toward fhe Surface, whickh now seems veally far
awowy and. | dony have much ajr left... and | realize
| waited 4oo \ong,it's too late now to sove myselg
And that's when [ notice ne other bodies in the
water, past® motionless — the whole oceon or what-
ever this 1S 15 filled with bodies, But | keep
swimming up, and en justas | break the,



surface | hear Someone shouting “Ona!'-either
like they're trying to help me, or they need
help - and | wake up,

And waking up didnt feel like a relief.
Which ... youre in “Thayer So don¥ Know how
Mueh youve been tapped intv what's happenim5
n e country, but it's grim.

[jon. 26" my heart did lift there for a bit
. JUst tne sight of that garbage human
loading his ass en a helicopter & back to
Florida. But other dhman that,.. | know people
were moved , | had friends teytin +hrow5hou:\‘
telling me Hhey were weeping fom relief &
Joy but henestly | just felt numb (even with
amanda gorman, who is yes phenomenal)...
dow't Know i{ it's managing trauma or self-
profection or what. | quess it's knowing this
administration isn't exactly the rao\ir.a?
reckoning Wis Country aeeds... like yeah it's
better than a raging white supremacist
nareissist tweeting £+ from the oval o-FFn‘ce,z%
% howing the nuclear Codes, but is that t+he
bor now? and this +erri(-\(un3 lunatic COnS?'lmof
evil ass shit is still here, it's fucking tens of
mulliong stpng & iow do you reasoen Wit
his  hationwide cult tat's impervious



to legic /facts [ rational Hought, how do you
'Figh\' it... it's Just — | don't now.)

Put ook at vou, to. Lee. Shit. WHATT??
Youre in Michigan. Youre dancing in barns,
Youre building houses and making new friends
and Wakins up before dawn and meditating and
doing Jeqa and feeting alive & awake ?
Sounds nuts, in e Lest of woys, Bob is
obviously incredible if he's got yew all living
m tents & rvs in winter,

Hove you decided yet if youll be backin
fevruary, or stayin longer 7 But ‘Mc&n %inq
is youre doing really well, which is really,
really goed ‘o hear. Crazy what's Wappened
in yeuvr life since your last letter —or
what youve made happen,rather. Crazy &
inspiring as hell.

IVe been stuck here for the last year,
bul a Lot longer than that really, & can't
seem to get out. Even dne most miero of
shifts requires me to mobilize all this energy
| dont know If L have. Whnen | close my eyes
lately or just always in e background Heres
this endless video and awdio playing of an
enraged mob yelling and voaring and 3



breaking things and breaking bodies & faces...
and there's this background hum of horrer and
rising anyiety, and realizing w's no nigntmare,
this is all happening...

Guess | am very far from a State of
early Morninﬂ meditahon and yoqa, Bea.

Things with Wen are not good . He's been
working on some wstallation the last sevem)
weeks, getting back every nignt at three or
four om, | know tis because |'Ve always
been a light sleeper and also I'm barely
sleeping these days, and also, he's not trying
to be quiet, he doesn't give a fude about
waking me up. tHe gets back and slams the
door and first thing is grinding coffee bens
which 15 his going 1o sleep dnnk wWhenever
he's n installahon mode, Because he says
he needs 4o focus before geing to sleep,

A couple days ago he got back and
usually | stoy in my reom and endure it but
this fime | came out 1o the kitchen and told
him e was really pissing me of¢ and he.
said why because he interryptred my sleep
he fought | wasnt Sleeping anyway and |

said no because youve 0 Gamte Coreless J



rresponsible dick ,that's your m.o. And you wont
everyone to “inhapit® 41is artwork even theugh 4o
“inhabit" I¥ you Wave to take off your mask and
Wander oavound with a lot of other pesple
inhabiting" it when tere's ancther way wore
‘m&cﬁws stran go‘mcb around and thats not
interesting or radieal hat's just being Onreless
with other people's lives,

Se ‘We piece- youre nvited to wander around
his “danger |vuinerabr Wiy space’, which is
basically is giont maze (with & ig ass wemstily
monolith in dhe center, seviously?2yes) nd
yeaW it could be an interesting intervogation of
50&&71 dmgexl risk. aggessment ) but | dott \m?w
how it's \eaal or why anyone pacticipates " it
even with e timed entrances, He told me the
collective producing Tt thinks that parta 1S
fonane n cheek, like no ones actually goingto
fake eir mask of€, but he tinks pesple will,
(e was like,"you should check it out, Bna., you
tould even do a little something of your own
in dnere i€ you want” Like it's tais ack of-
generosity, leting me leave one of my \ite art
1deas on his master work Yeah let me get vight

on tat dHe's always talking about how he wants
People to Occupy his artwork, but i's the

other way ovround, Tuck tihat guy. g



Oh and then we fucked . Because Why net 'm
stuek n tMis apamen-\— With h‘um,mig\«\f as
well, what else am | going tp do, +ry and
sleep? (So if it Nasnt been clear, no, Bea,
Wen does not Leel rignt to mejy very well
aware tis 1S not a heatthy situation, Thwis
falls into one of Hhose situations where t'm
like: oh, well))

At some point | really need 4o get a. move
on when | will actually change this situation.
L don't know when that will be, vecanse \'m
feeling a litle out of it. But Ahat's no
ereuse, You weven't feeting so great, and
Nou mama%eo\ 1o radically change +hin3s,

Still floored by whak yoive done since
Jour last l\etter. And your 9gas station |cas
encounter sounds insane & eautifwl b
Yotally the opposite of my early mMorning Wen
encounter, So I'm glad one of us is eweriendm}
mecu/\‘mﬁ{u\ Numan conneckion.

I'm not making important work, Bea. | actually feel
like Joure making fun of me when you write
Wat (1 know youve notjthat just where wmy
broans at, apparentiy), | fee\ \ike youre
moking fun of me when you tell me it's
obvious | went 4o grad sthool, & you o




wis\i Jou could use words like “calibrate; because
I'm feeling pretty useless & pointless & powerless
in my work (and elsewhere), | started teachinga
zoom Class at NYU Con 4he politics of space and
jdentity - which yeah | guess also sounds likes
another douchey arad School thing, but it's
actually wy jam)d and have been Wonden
lately 1§ the students are Seirking at me. In
e second class one student osked me vow
the last year has impacted actists’ perspective
on 4neir work, which is o totally normal,
leait mate question and | starved fo answer,
and she sort of eur me off and said buk how
has it impacted Your work, specifically - has it
altered your sense of priovities B responsibiliy
as an artist— which agpin , totally fine
question, and | responded, or | stumbled my
way %roug\\;\ea response about how oy work
has always een abowt mapinalized identities %
communities, b interrupting [ elaiming space,
and so in Some WayS \'ve -Qe\'\' my work \Was
only deepened jn tnis vespect a\wen the
ongoing calamity g ow the nakievial conver-
sation has ghicted blaw bla blaw. but as )
Was $pea\c§n31 was just scream‘mﬁ SHUT Y P

1o myself, like 'm so sick of my words ¥ 5



speaking & hearing these words, & what do they
even mean anywos they dont mean anini
theyre all just bullshit —and 1 fewt like |
Was trying veally really hard to jushify mysel{-
o my Students, and they werelt buying it
\ike they were ol lis’re.n‘mg*o 4nis out of
fouch middle- aged Woman W a 200m Loy
who doesn't veally get if, who's trying vo
eycuwse \evself, Arying 40 make Wherself Ceel
velevant — Which is okay,\ get #hat Tm just
sort of eyperiencing a little more dysmorphia
than usual but it's” wanerdt unnerving, Yo feel
that woyq in & class sething, Teaching's
always felt prety natural  instinetive Yo
me , to my practice... I've alwoys \oved being
in & veom with young artists ot digferent
stoges of developing their wWork B e,qc\mv\ﬁing
perspectives & ideas.. so even e fact that
'm feeling tis way is... not-good. | was
having a Nard time stosfing on zoom, | kept
Cm\\in? for another five,ten minute break.
when U could fum off my camerd » wmy mic
oand 4y fo calm 4ne fuck down. | keep
eypecking 4o hear Lrom e school that tneyve
received veeorts of me unraveling before wy
students e4es. And I'm supposed to be g



Yo gown-ass  adulr working ovtist, witih
confidence % wisdom % skills +o share...

'm  ashamed becomse | mentioned, last e
ot something was starting Yo stir, some
beginnings of some new project, But instead
my braw oot furzier, and -the \dea dis\n-kegrx\'ed S
or {eels like 1 did . (AN Also al\ wmy -?v«c\dng
Words & 1deas are bul\shit therve's that +vo,)

One of ‘e veasons | almost didnt write back.
1S that you seemy so open 4o Wing who yoy are,
o saying what youre {eeling % -tinking, ot
hiding anything - like you lave Hais divect ehannel
£rom heart [ soul Yo voice|evpression. .. and |
feel like 1've been lolocked off, or tnere's o
block... 'm refleyively c\e?e,nd'm% myself from
sorutinyg, or somethhing - like theres some
stench of hauthenticity (on\y made worse
by e foct that | supposedly etplore
omthenticity).. \'m $1yng 1o shave it but- +hats
what | $hink | was ewer’\endv\s with my students,
& With firiends Ve felt 1solated from | and
Wit Wen - and 1 guess \ amest didn+t write
you back- becawse | dont know i€ \ can
hapndle 1t & | st feeling ¥nat with you, too.

o



| don¥ have ony At fo send, out | Wanted to
send \ou Semething. Rignt now | odlent have.
o ton tat feels solid to me, \'m just gmsp‘mg
at Wings, but re-connecting with you, writing
lefters witn you,this feels real, Somerhing
o hold onto, Like o \ifeline (no pressuve
ougnd. So, | Just put togetner a few of-
Yne wovds that \have pussed \etween us Since
we storted writing.. like o litle snapshot”
of owr Covrrespondence ‘o date, Ona legal pad,
becomse why not-.

K™ Sounds like youre in a good place rignt
now, Bea., Sounds like youre well on your way o
freeing yourseld Lrom ot memony. You know
youre good enowgh, right? Jou always hove
been? (Easiest thing Yo say +o someone else,
ond | mean Tt saying it Yo you, But | get thact
W's hard 10 Say W& 4o yourself and mean it)

\ove,
0.

1o
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