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Happy Now Near,ona!Was youwr Christmas nice? Did yeu spend ir
with wenll'm currently staring at a viver. Som e-vnma about
watching 4he river’s inevitable movement, ne persictent meotion
over dm rocke and ice in e midst of a vew), verny cod day,
Makes me peel hopeful The pasr s Yhe past. Nows is— now.
The Silence in my e i§ different -than i+ was. Instead of
?ufeerim) Trougn ik, I'm ehoosing i+ In fact, Mings are pretty

oud forme Jnese days and 1'm sfea.lina yus+ a Pewo minutes
0f silence.

| actudlly did it -| made e change.Serm’s managing e
Natural for awhile.Two days before New Years | got in my car
and just went,so | was actually 0Oriving on e nighway some place

in Movtana whep m:’anith hik.”l clrove Hrough Montana, Nowrh
Paketa., and Minnesota before 9ot yo  Michigan A+ was liee

ohrivin3 INTO winter. i+ was so Free,;inﬂ[ I+ ferv 3ooo\,+lf\ h. |
listtened o |ove songs Y¥e who le .One night | haa sex
WHh a orown Wy | met o & gas station.We bumped inte
€A ofher at the” cofee starion and gor Yo +alkirg.He told
e Hhat g% seewmstey he' o already had colid and then , befre
| Rnew W, we were naving sex in my car. | kenow, i+ was
Supid and dangerous — ger g | Rnow he could have been

lYing, or fome pCyche Rkiller,out | just fewr like O Pew> Moments
of comection were wordh dne riske. )7y, tying +o decidle hings

dif(cmn-t.hj these daysand just do wnat peels Ngnt. My hepe 1S that a
Change in my outside circumstrances wy); change my n'mides,somcr)oW,

dlad | did-1'm nere "o+ Blace Feown : .
oNal it is eventring,. ér Farm in mayer, Michigan
| really inke 1 may have found my Brocklyn,ona,and it's heve
At Black Feather Farm.) found the peogle who are 3el—\'w.\o§ Yooptner
ancl éxploding with telebration, the clapping,ihe a\qncmq,-\'m.
mMuslc. | wasn’'t SUre ohat 1 needed ager this Olzvas-}ahnﬂ
Year,ouy it 100ks like what | needed was manual labor
1'm help\'nq Yo build & Communiy here bu'no\ing a communij
takes work.1t's ven) cbld here, put veny beautifil.



rm, RBob,is eve Hin 'I’OO'H'C.ff

The guy who runs H.‘l’dh:l; ,,-,‘? 1AriS e)b:?bwr ldex with
\{e — 50 great.He [ooks kin \complerely get wohy
dregdiocks and facial hair. ey handsome T s Fnat
Serm loves nim so much.The coolest thing abeut nim :
he's so down-+o-earth-In one minute he's -m!kt .abau e
Eastern philosophy and N dne wexy _minute he's de \g'? gyme
raunchy sex joke.Ars laugh sounds like a guryling .Bo g%n%
tinking that all e things 1'we wanted for so leng—a o
of purpore,a family of mH owh— are reql| possible 1w
-Hnmugn my issues, pnysi cally, mentelly,and pintually. 135 haglc;-
leny a 1ot —but 1 really feel like rm Making progress.IN Tact
| think jt's healthy for ™me +o Y- 1 want +5” ve . iver ¥'m
leoking at ; inevitable, flowing, ehanging , and growing . [t's hea
for yéu 1o cry, 400, 0na. tny, ¢y all Hhe time , cry messy, snoy
tears and Y 0 trusy dha+ not erevyone will walk past 4ou,
even if Your wmoier did.| was C)ing apout twenty minyres
ofter | met Bob because ne said MYy hair was pretty and Yhax |
se6m like q bro ken bird-Then he just hugged we.No one Nas
oo complimented my nair and | can € remember e last Aime
someone hugged me peésides e ouy | met in g gas station .(l had
t0 take a coud test ong quarantine for five days before |
Acrually met Bob ) jrue been nere Por aimost Hhree weexrs.

Above {ne river i q brndge that leads +o the Hiniest ittle toun.
I+'s even Smaller than Moeduy! Theves no

! pretention in Thayer, no
aunchy vegan coffee shop like The ny

. , ahual cafe or ;andle shop
e vacaron Skier.Weoay i So fee. Here irevels q Daij
Queen, o SWonay,and a McDonald’s. Fine dinig, 101.] fike i+, thouiqh,

It feels more no nes«r.ennjminq About t+his life is ho nest. Lememicer
Qi ine shady snit Har went on in Moody thay no one wouwld +alke
A0OUt? The, infidelities, Hhe bro ken tamiies, the WYing...7 Rememker +hat

9irl Ann who was be€ing peatren by ner father, ot evenone just
\gNnored the pruises on her face and arms? mag dnen She was sent

Away?there's no secrets here.People yust tey ix hang out. Can you
aMaagine just leing i+ ALL hang out? We do that here and

H's awesome. Bob calls it "radicq) honesty? or RAD. He 4hinks
e only way to thange ourseives and +he world - and trat's what

N¢ wants, change — iS +0 be radically henect about thingg, or 1o be
RAD.We lie + ourselwes a 1ox. Rvnow 1 do.



How Gbout Yyou,ona? whax is Yhe radical mf‘n a\oou}{f your lice
rgnt now? |4'g in-keresﬁrq-ro me that you're shil hvinq With wer).
Sounds like Yyou and Wen are not aone.| mean, you do you qin,
but ve careful.JTust because he heped You bake a cake cduring
the nolidays deesn’t mean at he's eve»jfhing Yo need,
although 1 AM impressed that ne makes his own prowning) Spuce.
Do you love him) poes ne love you? Be RAP with yeurcelf,ona,
ang remember what | said about the plants. it could be ¥na¥r
You need to change your survoundings jrn order +0 get really
Gear and honest about Stu€e I'm not exachly) Olear but Hhingys
are iess cloudy now than they were befoyre \ 1efy MooAy:

Bob bought this land just outside town for cheap and now we —
me and about irty others— are working it. Theres ¥he main
hOWSe, the barn, #he BVS,and a few tents.ne rents are prethy intenge.

The main hou<e Whag three ped roms, a Kitchen, a sitHing yoom,and
two wathrooms. There's alse a porch H#at Bob sits on a (ot Bob lives
In e Nouse with yree wemen-Winnie, Barb, and Veronica, A Gew
other people Yy In e nouse at+ niqm»,bui- mo st of us sleep in %

Gne of tre KNS orin a tent.i'm shari an BV with {wo other

SOMeN. We votate where we Sleep - ane o€ ets ¥ne bed,the
other gets the coucn Cit's a small cgu h e , Bloor.
IS Rind of Iike camp! ) and ine other aefs e foot

Right now we're cle.qn'rg brush and whnamot. We've. going +o
build Inouses. Tiny ones, For 4o foles in our community to live in.
Bob's vision is an “intenthona) HWoanscendental community) )like,
one that wWorks. grerone will nave a role, a place,omd we'll
all work Yogerher +6 make e world mMore authentic,or honest,
and peaceful. |t's S0 powerful when o group of pecple gert
together and focus on one common goal’clon+ uoi +hineg 7A

6t of people nere have given up theiv ola lives jn order +o
focus on e communiry -

we wake up petore dawn evew morning and meditate for
+hi(h4 mnutes . Then we clo Yogqa for an wour. Then, a Meunm
breakfast. (We smoke a litte pot which | never ustd 1o like,bur

now ldo)we spend most of +he day c\eom'nj brush and
rocks and +Vsinay.



' dance in on actual barm. I+'s so ccol- There are
We Q0 10 Sicepand o it all again in the moming . when L op to
bed, I'm so exnausted, but it's a good exhaustion. Ora, its the
exnausrion of pure work and play - | was inking of golng kack 1o
Moody in Februany - a month is a long Hime o be auway from
MY business —put now 1'm nor sure- 1+ miant actually be safer to
STY nere for awnile,what witn covid still Yaging everywhere.
Sera told me hat -Hningg are €ine a+the cafe,and | geel safe
here - Sevo feemg 10 enjoy Managing the Norural, even with all
her other pwijects ang 1I'm happy neve. 1’'d been planning on siaqinj
for a mMonth ,but Bop nas been Encouraqing e 44 stay on, sauin
tat 1 add “a good color” +o the farm and e n, needs ag man L
Yeople pg possi ble who are will'm3 10 worvk hard- i've veen it in
Charge o wmihelping 1o make the oatmeal for break fast (we.
22 It With strawb presenves) and nelping o raoct vegetrables
for dinner. The other day | made veqan banana muffins
lav':dq;'f‘r’o%;d ey were e best Mueins he'd ever racred.
' oI L love feeling needed. I€ I'M here in e s
'l N\P with ‘e ptanﬁnq.|:a|'m befna MD} I dO”',e ma“‘qgvv\{:an{,
10 1eave. The only hin warting for me in Moody S Tre Notural
Caté | want MY 1ife +0 be about more than running a
Coffee shop,you know 7 Here at the fatm, 1| make feod Yhat
pecple really need. Buenone i WOYking reallynard and ue're
alw ays hunony

I'm <o glad Yyou made e rumn care. Girl, You don't rnow

wnat & Quarrany is? qeow can You be fom oreﬂon'?A'nd You can
Buy bvownirng) sauce.

Do you think you could send me o p)'cl'}trc ot Some of Your
Work? \'m So interested in your art. | mean,it’s o Obvious you've
bten to grduate school. | should have gone +o college! |
Wish \ could use wm wovds |ike xeno phovia! and
‘assimilation” tre way you clo- And Ycalibmbe.t'm §0 proud
0F You,ona.1 don't lenow i€ 4he point of your old ar
installations in rest yeoms would pave veen covious
To Me since | dent know anything albout ark
instaliations (| probabiy would have theughe it was



grafifil) but ¥m  really interested in wnat You wrotre
ob ot -\-r‘aciha Your Familg's fmmigfah‘l’ paths. Like, Qeviou:llj,
how did we ail 9et nere,l wean, HERE, in the pruace that
we'fe o7l mean, | enow that I'm in ne freecing cold N
Thaver, Micnigan clearina brush and Yocks beoause | needea 1o
ger oy o THERE = Arovn Moody-but how didh my Jamal@n
Mother end wp in Moody, oreqon 7| Pas Tk real just because she
followed a gug and inen iug-)" decided o Ssray pecaue it
el rignt 71 B0R't Eenow 1 'I've ever been in & place o
few righe .You 9ot out of Moody. Does Breo kiyn Feel vighY

1o You: Wpoeg Wen fee| right ? You're always seemed)
to live yarr life on yaur own Ferms. Are You still? Be RAD Ona.

| lookedl up artist Tracy S emin who V'd never heard
Q:mbg?rggg L +don'e len ow amd%in \ about oavk. | hate -Fe-e_linﬂ
P that gind of STEY | |ike ner scni bb\g,smudﬂg
A

Sel€ -p ortraits.even Mo .
W 1 : Ugh welre ook ot a woeman's Yo
“WYG“KC pereraits of o weman ‘s INSIPES.

o

Fs hice that you think. of me as loving and conn ecteq. | cevtainly
WANT to be. | +hink of vou as wild, but'in e vest way,in the way
1 want 10 be.You're passionare,uou’ve brawre,and you're makin
important art. You et MoodY o 1ohg time age and never \ooked k.

} 100k back 100 muchsliee that woman who rums into sak.when )
jook-back, | gee a gad |itle girl despuate for .someone +0 tell her

that she's goodt encUaN- You asked me avout @ memon) Watr 1'm ayin
to free W\\jﬁae from . TV\a-htd ™ i

Love,

Bea.

P.S.Here's & postcard Gow Nomn Dakota. Weird siate, Novan
Dodora . \¥'s so stark. Bux beautifw).









