November 23, 2020

Bea,

Thanks for Hie song rec — | did listen while
reading, As per your order. And taen | start hearing
it everywhere. after, Over the gpeakers at my
neighbor hood bookstore ; blasting out someone's ear
Window (en ancther balmy F0° November day); &
Men a third time in Progpect Pack, plaving off Seme
Yondowe kid's cell phone. So,obviously something
obout listening +v it while reading your letter
shifted {he fabric of the space-time centinuum,
brinqing me into more frequent Contact witn
“umy seys'! Nice werk.

Alt this to say: Hey, Bea. We are Writing each sther,
This is now d{'\@icia(l\{ o Thing.We‘re a%\inﬂl_

Hearing about how Moedy went trongh Nov. 3,
2026, is at once utterly unsurprising & “deeply
envaqing. | hate that you were stuck there in
that bullshit silence. We were tetally spoiled here
in Brooklyn — streets pasically exploded intv

Celebration. People were getting toqethter at- infersections %
covners, ch&er’nmj 12 clapping & dancing, Pla\{nna Music,
giving out champagne (& water ¥ masks ' | love nyers)...
Wt was down vight egultant. (So exulfant Wend | even
Managed Yo rejoice in the same qeneral area, which Fsnt
seyind nothing.) I'm enclosing seme celebratory /5|20
confetti fvom a couple different sponfancous gwlvhcrinjs
et doy, so you Can fake in some of that ce\ebmhn(
magic . (Which ac we know has been followed by weeks
ot Somd“'\in% decidedly less Yhan magic,

£HOWL OF ANCIENT ENDLESS PRIMAL RAGES)



Thanks for Sharing the recige —means a lot +v
have. Gotla admit, though - faking one look at it

ave me a mild panic aftack. Like, What's o -eweeieit?
Ciarrant 7 What's browning Seuce? Who has a large.
glass jor henging oround Weir kitenen? (‘'m guessing
e answer is, who doesnt, and what's wrong with you,0na?)
But it was your mem's rum cake, so | had to go for
it - totally snocked Wen, since 1 never bake. He
insisted on Welping, Which pissed me of€ unnl | realized
| needed the help. He's a woy better cook Whe actually
(and weirdly? for a kid who gqrew up in Beijina;?) knows
now to make WNis own browning sauce (and peinted
out that we @l have large glass jars - inthe
cabivet in e back). Plus | hate greasing the
pans and he's inte dhet shit, So | know not your
intention, but sending that recipe did wind up
bringin 4wWo alienat®d humans back +05¢H\cr
for a lw woments of €ood coma.

| feel \ike o Ccomplete ass for idealizing
yowr % your mewis velationsWhip — | do rewenmber
Hat chovus stovy, So fucked up, aiya... S0
different with wy parents — they were so
QRaditie Aistawt they never said anyting to

oo

m) Rjura me or otherwise.

| thiak | made them deeply wncomfortable - | always
rementber that fime you ¥ me were silting on Wy
Steps & L wag in tears - just completaly sobbing over
sometiina (dont even remember what) And my wmom
gets back {rom work ,and looks at us, and then says,
“ow, hello Beatvicel Always geod tov see you," in this
Very Sunny wWay -~ and tnen just cottinuas past




us to the nouse, Ad -that didnt feel weird 1o me,
but 1 remember \ou 3ro.bbin3 my showder ©
staring at me saying “what just happened 7 Your
Wow Just saw you in tears and walked rigut past
You2? g | was just like, yeah, whet else” would

swvie do?

Sigh . all the ways parents Can mess up their
kids... one advantaae of not having any is not
hwiv\q 1o Wb\r::, avout permanently damaging
Someone the Way only one's own parent can do...

It sounds like yourve ia a differext place,but |
actually feel okay about not haung a Kid. Therés
ie betief nat you miss out on s6 much withod,
but it's different.. Yes people with Kids learn &%
efperience things tney never would learn %
experienice otherwise — but people whe never have
kids learm @ efperience thmgs Yney would neder
learn & efperience stherwise, too. And it infuriafes
me when people Say not having Kids is selfish,
as it having a onild is seme ¥ind of selfless
act.

H's all ‘mst.. Stupid and reductive (obvieusly | have

o lot &%mam abouk His ... béing & Weman in my laje
3pc with no Kid & no plans on having one, in a werld
that is so steeped in stories elevating motherhoed...
| Auess | find myself seekng out 4 dif{erent
kirds of stories Wese days)

Sublet didnt work out. Thet stresses meout
'm st \oot‘mﬂ. Sor+t of. ‘



PUT Ive been a little less motivated to spend
any Hime[energy looking, in A good way (1+hink)...
I've started gething idfo a new preject, or
exploding e beginnings of one - at least
something +nat's maybe on its way to bein
Semething ... At s pont W's sHll mostly process
& impuise more nan a ctoherent idea. Gack-
when | WAS in gmd school | had the Ciotally
preventions) idea of creaking Pigments {frem
different materials representing difterent parts
of my history - sert of racing my parents’
immigration paths {rem china’ & germany, the
ToWNS or regions they were {vom, & putting the
pigmen-ts in water; & leﬁimj different texts sit
in e water (for days or weeks), until the paper
achieved a sort of pigmented & aqed quality -
% the Yeyls were immigration laws & news
clippings & different Writings on eritical
race theory b xenophobia % ‘assimilation ete
etc...

And ‘hen | took the dyed paper & would
use it for an installation wherever... paper
ovexr some unassSUMIn ?ub\ic sur{ace \ike a
bus stop or public vesiveom or a McDonald's

booth, The very obviows idea being that our
Compley. layered histories —and how Those

des & policies shape our nistories & our
eyperiences - are with us wherevex we 9e.
PRETENTIOUS 1 KNOW, it was grad school, 2




| wanted to be Tenny Wolzer or Tracey Emin (but
being Tracey Emin scared me) - not that my
Work. was (or is) aw{*_\;\}ng like. tolzer's or Eming
obviously (or mayber niot obvidwus . are youw
familiar ‘With tnelr work?) - it was wore about
how they think about art & what it can do,
heir relationship 4o it, if that makes sense -
for Holzer about the public dimension of her
work, & how she moakes Visible things that are
meant do Ve hidden or seeret; $ for Emin how
she prings Sso much of her persomal life and
hWistory & perspective into hev work-.

But something about vecommecking with you had
me digging through some old stu't 9 m“‘e'“be""j
the simplicry of those first pieces, of slapping
sfickers on the wall- o w that act | was
trying tv claim some part of space, trying to
nterrupt some part of Moodyites’ eyperience
withh my own (smail 3 s‘rru'mcd[s\-m}n‘m3)v&ce.
and thinking about Moody, & how we grew up
drowning in it, silenced or at \east muted
significantly by it... how we had 4o adapt +o
Moody instead of tne other way around how we
flattened owurselves... our very presence disrupted
Moody's sense of itself, © we were expected to
Calibratef who wWe were to it @ if, +o be as
undisruptive as possible , o make ourselves

hidden.
5



So it's semething I'm Curious @bout now...
etcavating Moody § growing up there, Viow ot
shaped us, Wow it sent us ‘on tnis -\-m}ec\'bn.l to
wherever wWe are now & where we mignt be
headed... how layers & moody are always -there
underneatin ... Some Kind of palimpset approach..
Y also Something about brain Wiring, & making
sense of this woment of time... S6 you ¥now,
THAT. Totaly cogen* -khou%w\‘, i 3\«\’:7, Terfectly
cleax.

| ink 4 about how 've spent a lot of years
unbecoming - like | knew myself better at lb
than | do oW, which 1S ridiculous, | recaanize
that's ridieulous, | read Herviews of artists
our age or Younger who ol about how
now ey Know who iney are, they're SO

qlad dneyre mno longer in e cragy uncertain
Place 4hey were once in,tey're so glad Yy
Ynejve emerged from their Crazy uncertain
peviods ot life, moyoe somewhat scathed ) but
wiser. And | Haink 'm not supposed ‘o be in
Mis Grazy uncertan place. | sviould have
Siomred W out ' now. | rewember many Hmes in
my 208thinking,"this is iy 1've arrived " Ho\vin?
His mature sense of myself, like | knew who §was,
like 1'd beerr wough the fire & come out the othner
side, moture & veady to be o self-possessed art
monster MOVIV\3 %\rmgh e \Nofld.

2ut instead o .



| did read on interview with Tracey (Emin) from
a few weeks ago, actually, that resonated in
a way- she's been going through cancer
freatment the last year, even in the pandemic,
weat through chemo ¥ had Some Serious swoery
-~ she Wad a Humor in her bladder; & her doctors
had to cut out her uterus & fallopian tubes %
ovaries & lymph nedes & uretha & part of her
vaging - and she was -\-a\\'—in% obout Now svie
feels So lucky, & she has so much Yo look-
forward 4o, she's better than shes eder been..
and then she Said “men on\y ejaculate ownce,
buf women hove multiple orgasms’— which
yes, We all know, but what she was agtting at
was tat men ¥end to rail off as they get
older, Y do thew bLest work bpetween Y0 and 50;
but women often keep going & do their best
wovrk after 50. Which, | hate ogeneralizahions
of a\\ inds especially ones 4hat are gender
reductionist. But she described her life as a
trilogy - she said when She was \8, she was more

Wonest & Wad wore clanihy tnan swe did at 35,
when she said she was contused and |ost her

way... Now she soys shés in part three, wihere she
feels she's more mature, and softer and tougher @
at e same ime. (also Tracey is a uman
without cwildren, ¥0o... | go areund Collecting
other brilliant wemen wihoul anildren;, =2



1o remind myself of all the different models
of wise accomplished Whwppy fufilled
womanhood there are out there.)

Sera Sounds like a crazy superhero pevson.
Glad ot youve aot a cool woman of color
coach/pumon in the hellscape that is Moody
(and | get it that you feel you need 1o leae
Moody 3 1 reavet soying yow Should never sell
Natural. Awsolutely se\l it and get e fuck—
out if Hut's what you need). | dont twtally
Know how | feel abouwt Sera We“%“““‘} inon
re\ationsmp with Wen, but | definitely’ support
your having o kickass frend. (1am also
amused, i€ somewhat saddened, oy Ver impact on
Jour relationswip o vegon banana pread ... but
your vegan banana bread S0 TASTY.)

Jour Ssessions together Sound prefty
wtense - what's & memory that you freed
yourself of? (or cbviously yeu dont Vwve to
Yell me) | like that she's \ielping Jou relax
and be open ,but for what it's wort, bitter/
closed -of¢ [alonie. are +he \ast ways \ would
ink. to descrive you — | alWways Yhink- of you
as covnected & loving Cif also capable of
ot scothingly © deftly putting someone |
Something in thelr place when Called €or),



The PoC €arm community is niriguing...
tose Kinds of thingS are so overrun with

white {olks so it element alone seunds
very cool, | gotta read up more on
+ranscendentalism. Ave you planning a% to
Visit ¥here yourself 2 I've always been curious
about dowg & spiritual resreat, but Worry

| just doit have ‘e discipline or inner
.sereni-l-v)-k-o hack Y.

And heve | am Yo bbetween wrapping up
so | can get “mis letter ouf Whe door, and
%e\-ﬁn% to evens\“inas else | want 4o get +o...

So quick final notes

-yes about white women (not all wh.iit
women of course Vecamse genemlizations
are vad puyr also: yes')

- thris & his fucked up family: un, what?
{uck that guy.

- WTE Y45 BRANWASHING | KNoW F0%
BELIEVE THIS ST Houy SHIT

- feel you on Purpose, 3 wondering what
mine 1sS...

q



= adult Justine! lovely,

- thanksgiving is afew days away,which
feels odd. Curious what your plans are/
were? gome Lriends here in brooklyn
want 4o get togetver, but it feels \ikea

bad idea, so W'l probably just be med
my roommate (who despises thanksgiving,
Which... | don't blame Wim). It feels
strange & unsettling going into it...
actually, gong info Hais whole holiday
S€ason, 0¥ slipping into it feelS sirange
and unsettling, © Weading towards the new

ear, or plum e;ﬁncg fowaird it with
everyting so untertaun & barbed %

Per\ louns & unknowab\e...

o | fee| like | didnt Know about that
sumwmer ctamp.

okoy ‘hat's it
\ove,
0.

/o






