«Zzﬂ 10-25-20

you know fuck it | dovit know where tov start.
It's so goed to hear from you. |'ve re-read
your letter three +imes now and am %eeling,,.
a lot of +hings.

Things are suchh a mess right now. Tnd‘mai-o
net sink into despair, ‘rm;'w\«}‘-b be active”/
take on semblance of action Cpesteards [1etters/
tert- banking, frainings on vesisting/surviving
fascism) - buf there's so muckh dread | feel about
this elecrion, & what comes after, whatever the
resulty are. (& no matter what happens, we

know 4 out of 10 ppl in a room support this guy
. B Hhat's a disturbingly Mrﬂe percm'l'a%e,

of ppl who ore cool Wjwhrte Supremac\j.Riskl'?
Not just me, that's a large %o ?)

This shit 1s so relentless... the marches neverdo
feel like enough. Yes | was out ot the protests
neve in Spring lsummer - fett momentaril
beautifu| & tFiumphont, and deeply sad
pain{ul and hen always the vage spillin
Hhvouah all of it... ot the time | wondered isit
going to be Vot @ alive b urgent- for a bit, then

fode away 0gain—% yeah there were bad moments,
(ops did seme Stany-ass shit, but there was thig
spirit of jubi \aﬁor?zp of Kkindness, ppl taking cares

eoch er, distributing water § masks ... it Yelt like
a sea change. | Wanted it to be. But then, we
keep oeting Kicked v 4he €ace.



There's a brownstone across the street frem my qpt
buildina. | dn't know the folks who live there. but itly
a whité Couple, Maybe around our age, or older...
they put up a BLM sign up in their window in June..
Which is great, there are signs up all over My
neighborhood . But on this ‘one sian tne leltering is
all” faded now. Every time 1 pass it | have this odd
sensation of the sign bein from another era | like
e movements already Weatheved and gone. And
it makes me feel dislocated ¥ unmoored & broken
some how. .

Maybe the moral of he story is, glad youre for
anti- racism, but c'mon, touch up your Solidartty
-1 gn-

Hate that 1Ve ad 1o compartmentalize to held on
to  Sonity... which feels insane 1n 3 of Wself, v
move forward with paying rertt & utility bills,
scheduling work. sfufé for st months or a year
from now” when we domt even know what the
werld will be in a few weeks... just coapzm'ﬁns
% placid\\‘ doing ‘the das) ~to- day & upholding
the social contract when we should all be inthe
streets setfing fire o shit 24[3 before fageism
settles in for real.

It feels So good to read your letter & hear

our Voice riakt now, in the midst of all this

fuckeduppedness — I'm So grateful youre in
my life even if we communicate. only once
every year or tWo... & see each other

Mayve. once a decade?
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| didwt realize it nad been €ight years until | read
your letter, » | went back Inrough my gmail-o
searcn for e thread where | Told you | was
goin 4o ve in portiand for -\*hqf.ar‘i' ®
public space conference. § could finally get”
back. +o Moody... and yup: 8 years five monthg
ago. May 2012, (F was such & relief seeing you

er that tovic panel & all its crazy
microqgress'mns... choice Modevator quete:
“Would “you soy you are more Preoccupied With
queshons of race § identity than Vou are Witerested
in makivia art with movre universal themes?”... Sigh
... Deprestes me how consistent & repetitive that
sort of egperience has been oyer the years, &
how it feels burned into me— s Qwareviess of
other people n tne art world (or world peciod)
looking at me as Some little kid Who cant get
over Vier rmace issues. | know that in -this Montert
of Reckoning foly. are falking about this stuff &
Institutions "are -ryng 1o have Conversations and
Reckon with theéir institutionalized racism but |
dont know, | Wanna believe it & | wanna {rust
it but | dont know if | believe it, | dont know if
I trust . And honestiy, I'm So exhausted by rt.
And ol man growing up in Moody Apo\ogiz.ms%r
being Who you are, & Mourming Who you m\sh'l'
have been... | wonder who | would have been
if 1'd nhed space o qrow up in pursuit of
Some:\'h'm% mstead of ~ always pushing back.
aﬁair\s‘r .Someﬂ'ﬁns else,
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% | Know that even though my erperience was
adiacent +o yours, What you experieniced was
woy different Cfor instonce, | don't think Justine
and Dana went around “Complimenting” you in
Seventh qgrade by Sajing -they didnt even
Hhink of you as Black).

(one time they Cornered me in the libvary to
tell me 1 shouldnt worny, they didnt even think
of me "4hat woy"—"Seriously, Ona, you don't
even really look. Asian to us‘,”... | didnt know
how to respond » reflevively said,”+Hhanks" - its
so deeply fucked, all the times people hurtus
and we thank. them because we're stunned and
dont know what else 1o say, | remember
staying at school +hat nignt plastering stickers
all over the stairwell in tnis blind rage ... dent
even remember which ones ,maybe the. dumbass
1/EYE/ | ones Coocooh,elever, onal). .. & toctall
in Secret, of cCourge.Because | Couldn'+ acim?iy
s«i“-to Hewr faces what | was feeling.
Because | didnt really know wha&awms
(’eelin37

| want +vo +ear up this piece of paper &
start over but no the world is literally
en fire dont rip up a letter youve already
Started, Stop making yourself into more a part
of a problem than you already are. (That's my
flimgy, cowardly woy 6f being in the seeril world
tese doys— how can | be just a little less as
biy a part of +he prob\em\}) Y



it's 'Quhm{ Jour mom -Hnoug\n\' of me as nice and
quiet... & how generous of you to say | was
loud “in my art”,.. makes it Sound more

principled +han it actually was, like being an
asshole was Some kind of artistic choice” (ha),

The more distance | get from moedy, the
more | think. of myselt as be\n3+hi kid who
couldn't handle be‘mg'm hec own skin. Putting up
Those anonymous 1aqgs°6 slapping those stickers
all over was me clawing & Screaming... out of
anger, out of sadness,¥or ottention. Like: o
litkle child. Which yes, | realize | was in fact
A child, and | do 4ry to have compassion for
+he child | was then and the shitty choices |
made (% the courageous choices | didn+t make),
But | wish | cw\g Wave been one of those super
precocious wise teenaqgers who alreaduy understed
evistence | life [death| meaning of ¥ didnt-worr
abowt what sther people thought of her all the
‘+ime.

Ckeep thinking 'm grown & past all Hhat adolescent-
chit B I've figured "it sut, but: nope )

Shit Bea, about you B Chris— l'd lheard you werent
ether anymore (1 think my mowm told me$ | sent

yoi some weakass dm?), but | didnt know that's

how things went down...

(bW, over a year ago now, but my First response wheal

learned you Hwo sSplit was an exulttant yay... In

be he wasn't even close Yo good enougn€or you,

but also be oh cool: entering a new phase of li€e. Whid

felt exciting, @ like cauge for celebration ) &



But I'm glad Natural is all yours now - what youve
treated with it is -('ru\\‘“bea.di{!u\. You did change.
Moody (% beyond... reme ber when my friend Greq
sscl -\—hrouah? e played a set there one night,
Jou guys out until you had 1o open up the
Neyt mom'miz He still Talks obout -thal as one of hig
fop ten faverite. gigs/rips, just the whole vibe ther)
Coh & Do NOT Sgul NRTURAL To CHESTER. BLOOM
OR To ANYONE RRE Nou CRAZY???7 No.
Do NOT SeLL To CORN MAN.)

[went to botviroom, you didn't need o know that, but
now \ou de. back]

Just hod a fui¥ encounter ‘f‘/mq Yoowmacte [ey

C*not actually fun)in tne kitehen. Apparentiy | have
Zucchini that’s getin wrinkly (1know, erimina) o let
Zucehini go bad |, Fovaive we). . )
dont think you know Hhis but Wen Cdude 1d been with
he last -0 years give or take a breakup) o | broke up.
In Mareh, And we ore shill living tpgeter:

Bc We broke up vignt wihen \ was about to leave the
country for a three-movith Yesideney Cin & Seeftish
castie! hever feit real +bh), & tnen covid, % then |
Actually act Covid €1 get off €agy, Was never
hospitalized), & then 39 were basically trapped together
Shert Story is the new voommate -to-be never made -the
move fo nye for obvious veasons . And |d sunk into ovie of
™My depressive Stades, could barely get myself v fake a
shower much less Conceive of packing up siy years
worth of shit & Searching for an agh. So we st figured,
more out of inertia than intention  4nat 1'd 5.(.“5. .




Lately thougn (Ve been feeli things startingte
shify, & o friend just told"me about a possible
Sublet, 5o moybe 'l be able tv pull it together
’;o make O Move Soon... and in the meantime
Ve been Cobbling together zoem gigs B tryin
start a new ?rojgc'\' - -h';jinj v evug gc ov\cg:}e ?Fa.
new project | could stort is maybe more aceurale
but my “bramn feels like a desert Atthough wrd-ing
fo you row 4 actually feels like engaqing in process
agam — Working with adual materials, weving my
hand & serattning pen across paper, c,reocﬁn; tert o
Communicate & Tespond to semething... so h
Hat sounds y‘re-\'enhou.s. But feels like coming
back to myself, I also stirring Somethng up af the
same time. C1 guess the point 1s:7I'm into s letter-
Wri‘dng +v\'m%3
The breakup with Wen was rouqw, even if i+ was
a slow-motion Collapse over thé years, it was
havrd 1o end be we had so much Hed up In
Cacn other —We got er Collaborating on
projects, & We would spend weeks & montins
workina on an installation Where he'd be
assembling Some large -grale miyed mediow
Stulpture & 1'd be Creating eyt around it —
% ‘the ‘ime Mmaking that™ work. was So
ntense, » so loaded) & So deepl entwined
W/creative identity & couple idenhity & individual
uman identity... it's a ot fo 11y & eximoate

yoursel from Csimilar ‘“[usou & Chns, 8 Natural,
now that tthink of 479y ke



There were all these red flags but | always
made eyeuses or dismisged them Cartists =
moody! articts = irrational! artists«= total dicksl)
— | remember talking W/him one time about o
piece, 8 he said that & material he wanted {o
use (polyester resin) was pretty dangerous —it
had killed some people workina W[it in ¥y places,
And | wWas like, quess we shoulgn‘-l- use 1t then,

And he Said, yeoh we showld totally use it K your
artwork. kills Someone, You get a prefty good
rep. You gamn notoriety. Which con e really
useful in your Career, And | thou Wt nhe was
kiddina. Because, howS Conn nou ‘hnat and
not be  joking. But he wasn't ki ding, he
was loeing totally Serious. He eited Some
Richard Servo. Sculpture Killing someone at
the Walker RArtd Museum in the 'F0g, & when |
reacted like a normal human person, he aceused
me of bewng a Shelteved Avmevican who doesn't
understand “what it means 1o Sacrifice & 1o Suffer
as an arhist,

Because he grew up where it was octually
incu.rr\hg real’ risk to make art, But | wag Just
like tuck you, yow oyew up in Hiis Super
wealthy family you are hot one of -the people
suffering in  prison for Your art.

0f course he's right, too - |'ve never been

imprisoned for my work., 3



Yean really gotta move out. Fingers Crossed
about this sublet.

By the woy, | think it's hilarious that my
mom told You I'm doin% great in nyc,

| didn4 %e{- to Say this in +he Cinadequote)
cord | bt | a\waw\s +hou.3wt- of your relationship
With your moem as the model of what o-
porent-child relationship shouwld be—~ how the
two of you tolked / listened 4o/ learned from
each other, & laughed tegether | have this
one memory of being in he latechen With
the {wo of Yyou , ® you started ‘\'t\\lt:%'\q Smack.
about her rum cake (even -\Mous\m we botin know
her rum cake was insane) and She picked up
& handful of Clowr and just threw it into
your face , no warning, just:bam... & after
a moment of shock, you both burst out
laugh}nﬁ

I love +hat oy see your Mom on a Cruise
Ship In the Caribbean € Throwing flour in
semeone's face, probably,

So trap hand tired bram fried, I'm going To
put the pen down B sleep g pick this up oaaINn
tomorrow... not that you will kvow that

but | want you to know because process
process it 1s endlessly fascinating and 9



it's like my entire, Becoming [ futhenticity project has Sewmehow

become my entire life (need tv find New way ‘o deser

deseribe focus of Work) —okay more ~tomorrew . Unless |

give in to the urge 4o rip up this paper against my

belter environmental judgment$ start $resh @ you

never even know ‘this first dra(t eyisted ... .
gn'\%M—,

s Rk

And | didnt rip i up and start all overl|

(but it is taking every ounce of Will power | have
not 4o do So%

There's So much | woent {o Soy and respond to..,
But realizing | should end or \'Il never send. So l'm
gonna end |'send,

final thoughts:

»ot course | remember Hhat nignt af safeway...there
was & grocery cart invoWed Cdefinitely upped our
parking lot g@me). Rememberna i makes me {eel
sovta achy,in a good wauy Cin & sense of, 1l never be
that 9oed again,or have that mudn urgency g promise
% truckia . Whiew doesnt sound qo0d when \ write itodf
but 1+ 1)

«Sera Sounds cool. life coach Sounds cool. | ve
always wanted a \ife coach . Tell me more.

- #fuck2020 VES.
= ¥ love ¥ the stationany, ‘
write back too o\ca\(? but nho pressure | know

i Cra
l(;-(.*e ray /o



