J-bdlj 24,202|

Hi Ona,

I'm back ot Black Festver Farm and we're all fiaz here. Greot,
wugj,g,w‘a for Yat craazy voicemall | btk 1 was veally wpeet Ynat
dauy | vaal should e in belrer conire) of wmy emoionsT (e Vad
se H and ¥Yne widance +0 pux -\'P\\ﬂ%? ' ;wrS'PeC‘hVQ. l mean —
Judy was just a dog-o\ﬂs,l loved Wi and Tk 7EAllYy upset  me tHhay
he died,lbut dags A€ -eue\;lda.g,ﬂ?h%?a‘uﬁ' |lae people. | mean—death
i€ o pare of 1i€e ond it Was juS+ udy’s Hme 10 op. Just becauce Judy)

dled |\ can't vun awau fvom dne worke — Black Feather Farm 1S al(
abowt “dﬂ\.ﬂq e MYZ(.;’WC. ) that o (ot oaround nere-'Just do
the Wavke” |” phink 'S ¢milar in meaning +0 when people sa. N Trust
the process.” | g6+ +he letter you ent 16 "Natural, fera ent ++ to we
when 1 ?ﬁ baclke +0 here. Sorvy i€ | wormied yow - Black Feathor Farm
is abgolutely not+ yoxic. € anyiive, I'M +oxic and e farm s nelping
me 40 heal-

When | qoF Gack +0 Moady, it was weivd to suddenly see tha
e werd “has sot o€ wo on,put sort of stayed e same , +oo-
People aren’t weanrindg masks at all anymore,although Hra srarved
beRre | 1eft for the farm - That Yeuck You, | won't let wne qovernvent
#Il we wnat 10 do” Ameyican _enerry Is so strong 'n Moody.|n factits
one +hirg nat voody and Black Uf)eamer have YTn  comman.

Anyway, | Can cce evenyOre’s face viow which, on +he one hand Bils
e With His kind of inshnciual joy.like hey.vou. On the other hard,
<eeing a bunch o€ strange faces malees e want +o Yun away and
hide. 1" mean, a face s a univerke and |+ can pe a 1ot +o tdlke in
at once. How did we do #his before Hre pandemic, it greet ihe
Whole face of total sthanges7| nave vo fdea new YN e Natual
Cafe for so LONG: MAVe it Nelped thatr | viad a ot of reauiars 7
didn't have +0 absorb new people all ne Yime.

There are o 10k 08 smiles in Moody ¥nese davs,and wny not,
right?7we have a vaccine!, That sociopath IS out ot Hre White House.
Il there are folles Who arc bitter. | sropped by the food co-op At
ing and GuY, that cashier 1 +0\ d. Yyou ayoui— who always hums 3mt

jazt song "Beatrice® acied e while ringing up my gqrarola wWnat |
fink.— as a Black woman—avoutr Cntical Treon being +auqht in
Schools. Welcome ome, riant 7 | w#= Never fee) morc{g\acﬂhan\ do
when I'm in Moody- | +ol mm nat,as a vack wowan, i didn't evow
Arihing about It H e +01d e that Feachers have been +eachin
White ‘students 10 hate ynemselves by Feachivg fnem at ance
Péople are oppessors. HAME You vieard qbeut 7 Gquy YoIA e jr's
Ml O\Perw iews m .*. a u.. MK. . :
e News a » ANd it's Iue that | havent peen weepd Up with
Cni ldnen o S much,butr ) cant+ imadinge a Tgam( reaching |itle
J hate tinemselves. Wino is doing) this .



Then again, | can't beéijeve Some Of e things | actuall
experienced in school- Reweimber when | was +old +§4+ my biralds were
Adainst +he hign senoo\ dress code and the school cent-ywe Nome?

That's Ine Hime | remember my motner being really o beatuce ue in
to +afu out nrm braids aﬂ-cy a Mmp to s%\ Fm?fzmt?ﬂ lhours c(—‘.w
sitHng in A, ehaly and qwo hundrad dollarvs. | remember hér S‘creAmmj

atr my pnnciiorl on +he phone , ! Who's @oinﬂ +0 ‘3‘“" we lback ::2
two hundvred dollars?Are you 9aing + give me bacl my #00 hund

doll ars 2o people arc Soww-khmgrﬁl&%'mas VS pidicttious, it's just
HRIZ." | remember #at we watched Wiz while my mo +e0
braids gut. we had piaza that night which was a +réat for we bemyﬁ
we vneuver had przza -

Anyway | ran into Chase,too, while | was 0} e food co-op- He
walk éd out of Hhe Co-op With Me and would nor shut up Abowt
recounting +he votes for the 2020 election. He told yry that he ey
robled because e 2020 elechion pas sbolen . 'Come onh ea,ne
pept saying ,"do Yoy really think. Biden won? 00 you really think- e won
gven though he was in his basement for a year 7 0o vou raally think
Basement Biden is the legitimate president™ ? Because | didntwant
10 get Into a bg Ming with him, | just shrugged and ¢scaped into
my “car. | can't : LIEVE | [0S+ WY virginity fo that dude.
(iss: well, If 1'm being RAD, ['m bitter, ‘.‘9 | feel bed , 0. Lire,
why {5 my mother dead "Wwhy did THAT have +0 happen?

Except for e Natum| cafe ,Moody doesn't mlm feel \ize homeany-
more.| was Sorrsg Not 1o see Jou whilt You were tere. | meld when |
first got Yrere.AS yow mentioned jn your letier, | alled your cel\, but
Yo're ngnt, you Lere pyoabiy Still'in the air and didnt pickup. |
Called Your motner and She +oltl me v bawnk A Cheap Hcwer with
two  whneching Nights.sounds awesorre. | was HPing +o calivol back,
but then 1 just aor really; —overioaded .Life, rignt? 1 just felr lilee |
':(C.e(;\e&\ 10 aave Moody as soon as 1 possibly ceuld.tou mus+ have
. o‘osgeo\ the cafe right acter | 166+ Moody . Those mateha dinger
c ”ﬂcs are amazing, aren’t ¥ney 7 1t's rue that Sera eeeps rhe shelvs
| ;2 eémptier 4nan’| used h-;?w_ has her owon nay o€ doing Hings

Juess. | don't want + undermine her by Helling) ner winak +odo.

It's s0 weird 1o me that Yo and Ceva didnt hit 1+ 0. 1HS 4rve
that she's intence.NOteveryone i comnfortabe with that leve| of
iNkenSitg out | peel ke Serm really listens and sees iivys. The anly
Person 1've met ynwore perrepHve Huan Cemr is Beb. l‘ve never
goiten o passive_odgyresive vice from herMaype sre wag reach
Yo our eneray 7¢one's really sersitive . Sre prelaaply didn't want 1o
fell you where | uns because che'S keW protechive o€ vre. You Shovid



promb13 ang. her Iough. After holding on 10 your \evrer for
a few \:2? becatse she doesn’t ENOW WoW and,like | said,she's
VeV proxechve, sera fer that it would & uneéhical for ner not to
give Mme My mail. Sne vzt mMailed e leter Y0 me mong with sone
bills and stufe. wnen sne called the Garm and 104 Mme Jat She nad a
lexter &om You She sounded 0 Suspicious. Like, what did vpu say)
1o her,10171 had to yemind ner Wat 1'd knewn Yu since hign
Shool and that you're my 9ood) fRena.

Sera is still 'unning the Naturd Cafe for row.H's doina &
liftle better. The accovinh is Pl a 1t weird put | 'MW Thoa
10 Ut Hhat Seroe knowt what the's dainﬂ and, +ne cafe wil

bIeAL v at some poNt MiS SUmMmer now dnat peopte don't
hae o WEAY Mas ks and can nt down For awnite inside. Seve,

eeps ‘el me that my focus oN money is a cancer Hraat will
csm me l€ | lose e re, l’1l have nothing + my haouse
AN money) my maher gl me MY savindgs are geit :(‘szler

b?‘w,wee,z. ewa’% Gont Hougn— wonvyivigy about o
toXic.Life Is nor aboul mMone or business-Life is ayout re

and pUrsUing a hioner PuUr pose.

| almost wanted 10 ey wren | unlked in e cate and, smalied)
frat green ¥ed and howwy smell. it etk liike ome—i€ ony e
Natuw@d vash 't in Mood and | could bnng \¥ wirih me M&ﬂ'\f{
| 9o-Unmasieed customert™nere arining yea and eAYMg YU :
s<oro nas added a little libran 46 #nhe cafe.1ts just a syelf, out on

Horthg

it sne's put soyne second-nand ~books ( Have You read [lolita ?), flyew
advertising Yoo , reivl oand mdum-ﬁocn,an pnpnlelrs about

= Farmn .She 1014 We thay she wade e parmpn\ers
Buack Feather S 1.She algo added 4 MR

n it Bov’s YOV ' .
N?&?};anw +he mm:p\i wasnt sold wch - 1 thivk t'e a‘”"ﬁ
Hhexre's o e swesmess in her Yecipe —but sre sAid ¥ S
Yo hale 10 +rain cUsIomers o KNow whats best oY Hem.
NANtS +0 CO?'IUQ cAStomers ine cleanest, healriest od possiole. ]
sUg9est ve as o vreplacernent Y sUqar and sne Aid, "Pg:
ip Heleastr healiny sweetnev Po You want 1o give IkS elly At
and \iver diSease V| was so embvavassed —Who LANTE 1o ve
responsivle For bely éar?l don't want 30 e responsible For
belly Fat, eivher Ming oY anyone else’s!| had +wo of sera’s MAattha
MUEENS 10 Sow ner that ~1 cupport her, even thougn ey

rcallg are d“j'

1+ was gqood 10 see Sevn &g -ecauce She rmgqgsif m

e wWhole Judy thing In perspeéctive for we: The few
in Moodg?;em‘taano\“?dio\ a \gfco(—‘ Yoga. and medirarion.My B3t

Pl daY back we went on A SiX-houv wall engatieg up in Yre



MOUNTAINS.In fack, 1 1Ned You Yioynt beeore we 186+ for the
hike,out your voicernall picked up: Sevd was right next 10 we,
S0\ felt weird about leaving Yyou A message - AnYway, #ne hike
WAS greast — Hheve really aren’s mouniars live Orezpy) mountains.
| oot  tived,but we didn't stop, we jwst Repr walking:l fa]ked
AHL 1 was noavie.| +0ld ey aboutr Wy experierce at ¥re farm
&M e veanivg wp unhil Judy's deadin and she said that i
sounded amazing. TAvent You v lucky?”? sne acked we Then she
told we | rhoulod have stayed and wovikeed it out msiead of
TUNNINg away. "You have 10 "do e uwoviesphe said:-She +0\d me
that | Wag ve ) a vichimand a Iitwe bit of a bert. Sre Also reminded
mMe # 0€ Now much Black Featrher Farm nac given me over ire
PAst sevexal months.l+ was nard 36 haar—ne ore wants 4o hear
that they are being a byat —but | needed +o hedr whar v
had +0 sauy. She Teéminded me of a fews mings. | ent +o Black
Feather Farm 10 work Hrougn seme of my i?sue.s are ¥rey're helv::j
me 10 do that. Bob Nas oyiven me o shucrure,or & path, 10 Eau
OU¥ how 0 posirvey k8 in e world-| found my confdence
QS a chet at #he fArn—afier a wnile, Bob wanted me 1o ke in
Charge of all 4w Cooking. | 9o+ +ne disciprine ® | need 0 be &
better, more productive person. Ahd | t cozy feeliry of beirya
port 0f community tnat I've wanted For 0 1ong- They've qiu&v\m

hing-1 don't kenow Now 1'd Manage without Bob and tine otiher
Folles. S0 yeah, 1 was going 16 call You afrer the hike, buy 1 was [usk
radlly distyacted- | mean - focusced . And to be RAD,| think $e€ing
Yo wonld have made e naroler yo Leave Moody.l had +o leave-
hope You can wndurstand and forgive we.Seva Told me +nat you ‘d
prlbayly undersiand.

Ackua\w , Sexo. might e my onuy friend lekt in Mogdy. | Mean—and
You. Bar You don‘k 1ive in Maoddf, do JBU AL oF the people | once fetr
Cloge 1o In Moody have drifted away . Serzx mignt ok stay). During our
WA Lk, Serx. reminded @ e of Bob's yeachivgs about a ''big
life" wos+ people are afmid 1o live a big) life,So they cnoowe Yo lived
Small one-They do what's com Forlable ravner +han push tham-
selves pasy where thay) Hhine they can op-MY
life in Meody was so small and | didn't even redlize it sem
reminded mi of all e big hings we're doing here at+ the farm .we re
ing 10 crarge tre world.af're building o SUSHAINAble Euiure, we re
battling Cli change and facism and“racism.it’s a g oleal.liste
that | often Pee| uncomfortable at ne farm |1ike 1'M being) pusned
past a cerdin limit,put Bow says that it's jugt 1growing pains'Nibody
SAIA I+ WAS 90Ing to be easy,bnt nothing worth anyrhing Is easy .
| INanE 40 lire A vl Vife.Like you-Youknow? | mean - wre only
et one ife,as far gts I Rnow .| don’t Want 1o sgquander mMine.



The Secord day | ' ~
witn icwx---.sarmauﬂ w‘”"&ia"‘ .Mood'ﬁ the day after my walk
oy can m)u beliere 777 1nre Never nad
xn chast abver Mo be K Kas ke some phi it op
ie- At e cafe,in fronk of Serm Sammy told me thakr he ks
N::\;go:‘co a deeper relationship Wit me. e says he m'\g\r\-\— even
ot hare o balby i me.rhe said ke coitld sce himeel€
'ﬂq.m-m-ﬁa}m. | mean, jt's nor as ?gac\ as "l love you"
but "C? So \no).; decaed +o go baclk He earm with nim
ot WigWe - | folloired his carin MY car the Wnoele Wal) pack.
'&?0\ e kept sendivig me Cute 11ite Fext messaaes. we drove
o 5“"3 STk througn , sTOPPINg) in rest Stops 1o take naps
a ma_‘_.‘mrv\“w%‘}'g money on o Twtel rogm | uﬁ:" “;‘—n “;‘}“ém
b wh Samm what \ 's e
been \oowwr for? Y can qo-uoh P

an
LYY
40

' an’ dy tinag.
Sammy +old me Wings | didn't know about w:ge,qua

Le 1014 Me Hhat Tudy was peisoned accidentaliy .

e vatr poison W-t‘omd lave‘ex\ paut out the W'“p?:mi Cl~
didnt oW that @IS ave anisste ax Black veathrar A i Trere's
is weird Since | worvk in e kirchen, bt S"‘mmgmre S A

. . 9" me
2 16t OF MInas You donk Knovo He,s-)-cggqm D cause Bob_SAS=

whole ween deal with Judy N

Ok ook wohon ) “"w"i“'n;“ a0 S, 04T e ot "wcoupe
when

S st mw\no\n% . | hare nat | caustd Bado “"‘6:‘

Of daus-He \»
ﬂd?s)cdom?oan In fact, wren 1 o ‘oa‘:;;‘; *g.&‘wd sau.If Bovo \s

ac A ind of —pena A
*'Q.'Z";ts?%*f X O 4o laurk 60 . And it “dild hurk1ve never 0een 3o

hungn) N ) ke
Jble foY
Samwm's Nt fhay ) have o \o¥ r:é%‘% AGN \mrra\\ A0y
‘ WoYE. ON MY

+
Ona,l can's op back +o o\d l\fe snbn;\g:o\;ao- I:;?eq;m
hat dnat reane For e, but 1 can g op Lotk T 2

alene ac | fev Aneve. VIl Sty here a+ ne JAocdy. OF mayloe
ouple of monkhs and Fren Lll 4 o nere aa-\'mear?neov
Tl el yrw ouse and my business ond stay . o

A¢ lona 02 Hew' !l mawt e | don’e ienow gekilim SHill 4n)ing Yo Gquie
(t owt pandemic and the poitics oF Ing fast several Years WAS
I'm sHIL Ggun O

rml\gg changed Me. I’ o ReW person and
wno ¥ pevson is and wwno | wont 10 be. Me new hag

a c,ommumi\-\ﬁ Jat cares abowt her and needsS her No one



needs me in Moedy.They need me ot +he farm.w ™ake
Boo's bre:atm-k poxvioge ,ic nor me7 e wont eoat it “\:r\o s&?&‘ﬁm
hmalw& it- Tl Mmalkes me feel geod —or—1ess alove. 1| mean, | dint
ave any Eamily Since my mokner died,except oY e folis at
Blacke Eeéatrer 1arm-Tney're ymy Fami\\q now- | want 10 be yere
when Winnke and \evenica gwe tith. 1 want +o be Sivorger wanen
it's My urn Atine drums. ( “want 4o fnaliy Ao o. pypper
in Yoga. | want 10 give this ing with Sammy a chance. | want
40 be a part of & gvoup Hars Working +0 Mmake +ne world
xR be)dgr noce-And | want +o make Bob proud of me, Yol
know: l&‘f{' want Y0 be — VeNer. Likke Yyou,lize YOUr pareris
ITiee everUore,) ‘'wy {uUsk Aoy the vest | can.You know-;'

| 9ot dne Firsy Modena ShoY while ) WAaS in Moedu. I
. ’ lﬂ. m
notr sure if | N oexr thne second. Al the talic Avout the dangers
0f VRCOINANONS here at the farm has veally aAwven mwme ar:aag_,
After all ik DOES usually take years for Valcines +0 be dpprowe,
e ceall 0on‘t kenow tre the (ong-+erm efcecks o Hnegse
COVID voccines. | AoNt Know. | thinke my motner wou ld want

me 40 gey Pully vaccinared.
uA | don't Hnink Vil be able

| Mmiss Yyou ¥00,0Na, | realuydop
Yo wrike 90'3 & while. | need \—‘Q focus ON muelf,and my
relanonship to Sammy  and the farm ,anad Bob,and besm Yi‘eh

beHer pergon.speakine of Bob, e wmst walieed invo tre

So Bow Wnks iks best May | den't wacre wy eneroy) o’ wnhn
leHers isave vour enemy for sa.vm;nm world," ne sald. 1hepe {nat ol
an dergrand Hnls journey Wt 'm g0 1'm sorvy) i nls hunic vou becausc
| never want + hart- '?;u-l'm unning on veny lite sleep and what
i He wove on g Farm the dancing a+ night,the exercise dvills ard
e lack 0f Rod (Bow ninks its dood €or me +07105¢ +en poundsor 50),
Lcan borely Hinilet alone wnite ledters:I'il redch out 40 you in &
few MoniNs. Maybe +he next Hime | write,\'l) have Sore gpod NORS

$0 shdre.

j i WA oU more NmeL &nd Space YO0 plsue YoUur
Ow;\m G’ ; g\%e.‘.{ \{52&’2 sga)a 7ingy, So +alen ted, so sraant 36 cod). |
stopy % Yo Saftewal wonen ! Uogts w\\ﬁ MG&M ,::o w-\i'vx\' n\q\:\'-\;ve

' ; one of ™M NO oryes.
AaNANG AN YNOW remaind . e T and .

+he giris W Sofeon) pavking 1ot } ;
1‘nav\@ wou FoY e Yowen. Sﬁn q%?nq YU keep ¥ forever.lwish

Yoax ) had SoMe-Hthing grec +0 say — sone adv\éﬁ; S wise
wore we make our h < Ve Ning — ) don’ +.
Take core. U S Ve Ning

D e
PS5 1" never forgek wonat’s NAppened WS péar. provavy | will
sperd e cesr 0F muy Wife WYing-to cepaly e doimage -



